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How	How	do	you	know?¢ÃÂÂ	¢ÃÂÂBecause	he	just	cussed	me	out	for	not	transferring	him	to	you.¢ÃÂÂ	She	smiles.	¢ÃÂÂIt	doesn¢ÃÂÂt	matter.	As	I	wipe	at	the	makeup	around	my	eyes,	he	asks	his	new	girl,	¢ÃÂÂCan	you	give	us	a	minute?¢ÃÂÂ	She	looks	at	me,	then	nods	and	goes	back	into	the	building	hallway.	I	was	just	grinding	on	this	guy,	and
then	I	kissed	him.	Page	15	THE	NEXT	MORNING	I¢ÃÂÂm	a	little	anxious	about	going	on	my	first	business	trip	and	begin	to	panic.	My	phone	rings	in	the	middle	of	the	night,	waking	me.	¢ÃÂÂThis	was	a	mistake,	I	shouldn¢ÃÂÂt	have	even	called	you,¢ÃÂÂ	I	finally	say,	annoyed	when	the	third	layer	of	concealer	doesn¢ÃÂÂt	cover	the	spot.	¢ÃÂÂHappy?
¢ÃÂÂ	I	scoff.	Tessa,	you	should	be	grateful	that	he¢ÃÂÂs	willing	to	give	you	another	chance.¢ÃÂÂ	¢ÃÂÂWhat?	I	just	keep	saying	all	the	wrong	things.¢ÃÂÂ	He	laughs.	¢ÃÂÂWhat	do	you	mean,	especially	not	Noah?	God,	I	wish	I	did	love	Noah.	¢ÃÂÂOh,	Hardin	doesn¢ÃÂÂt	like	anyone¢ÃÂÂdon¢ÃÂÂt	take	it	personally.¢ÃÂÂ	I	pick	at	my	nails.	¢ÃÂÂNot
even	the	tenth	time	he	called.	I	would	just	make	up	shit	that	didn¢ÃÂÂt	actually	happen,	and	they	bought	it.¢ÃÂÂ	A	few	tears	fall	from	my	eyes	and	he	reaches	across	to	wipe	them.	Christian	knows	a	lot	of	people	in	Seattle.	That	everyone	around	me	was	mocking	me	and	laughing	behind	my	back,	including	you,	the	person	I	trusted	the	most.¢ÃÂÂ
¢ÃÂÂI	know,	Tessa,	I	know.	A	woman	who	dances	with	strangers	in	a	club.	¢ÃÂÂDon¢ÃÂÂt	you	think	you	should	have	thought	about	this	possibility	before	deciding	to	live	with	him?¢ÃÂÂ	¢ÃÂÂYes,	I	know.	.¢ÃÂÂ	I	whisper	up	close	and	gently	bite	his	earlobe.	Hardin	does	not.	Imagine	how	it	feels	to	have	your	life	completely	ripped	apart	within	hours!
Imagine	how	it	feels	to	be	so	in	love	with	someone	that	you	give	them	everything,	only	to	find	out	it	was	all	a	game,	a	bet!	How	do	you	think	that	feels!¢ÃÂÂ	I	take	a	step	toward	him,	my	hands	moving	frantically	between	us.	.¢ÃÂÂ	I	stop	myself	before	I	admit	that	I	want	to	forgive	him.	Good.	be	a	good	time,	though.	I	let	him	take	everything	from	me.
My	knees	rest	on	either	side	of	his	thighs.	Going	to	Walmart,	the	only	nearby	store	open	at	this	hour,	I	buy	everything	I	need	to	mask	my	feelings.	I	haven¢ÃÂÂt	been	home	since	I	started	school.	I	couldn¢ÃÂÂt	have	imagined	this¢ÃÂÂnever	in	my	wildest	fucking	dreams	would	I	have	thought	that	I¢ÃÂÂd	feel	this	type	of	pain.	Fuck,	she	looks	like	an
angel	and	the	devil	at	once,	so	sweet	and	so	goddamn	dirty	as	she	works	her	tongue	around	me,	swirling	and	flicking.	¢ÃÂÂShhh	.	I	sit	awkwardly	on	the	bed	in	¢ÃÂÂmy	room,¢ÃÂÂ	unsure	what	to	do	next.	I	offered	to	pay	for	it,	but	Ken	refuses	to	let	me,¢ÃÂÂ	I	tell	Landon	as	I	brush	out	my	wet	hair.	¢ÃÂÂFine.	¢ÃÂÂIt¢ÃÂÂs	all	about	networking.
¢ÃÂÂ	And	for	the	next	three	hours	he	introduces	me	to	almost	every	single	person	in	the	room.	I	look	away	and	feel	my	cheeks	flush.	On	Sunday	those	two	will	be	in	meetings	all	morning,	so	we¢ÃÂÂll	do	some	shopping	then.	His	eyes	soften.	¢ÃÂÂFuck	.	What	will	I	say	to	him?	Chapter	eleven	TESSA	The	Four	Seasons	in	Seattle	is	the	nicest	hotel	I
have	ever	seen.	He	sighs.	Instead,	the	blond-haired	girl	in	the	long	skirts	who	obsessively	makes	long	to-do	lists	crept	her	way	inside	of	me	until,	slowly,	I	fell	for	her	so	hard	that	I	couldn¢ÃÂÂt	believe	it.	¢ÃÂÂSmith?¢ÃÂÂ	I	ask,	then	I	remember	his	son	from	the	wedding	and	blush.	¢ÃÂÂGo,	Hardin!¢ÃÂÂ	Landon	shouts	just	as	Ken	and	Karen	appear
at	the	doorway.	By	the	time	I	get	to	Kimberly	and	Mr.	Vance¢ÃÂÂs	suite,	it¢ÃÂÂs	two	thirty.	The	view	from	my	window	is	incredible.	The	action	feels	odd	and	unwelcome	but	also	comforting	all	at	once.	Just	not	in	that	way.¢ÃÂÂ	¢ÃÂÂYou	don¢ÃÂÂt	even	know	what	you¢ÃÂÂre	talking	about.¢ÃÂÂ	She	stands	up	and	pours	her	coffee	down	the	drain.
It¢ÃÂÂs	not	far	off	from	what	I	envisioned	a	club	would	be	like,	though	much	larger	and	with	a	lot	more	people.	He	has	no	right	to	be	calling	me.	I¢ÃÂÂm	pretty	sure	I¢ÃÂÂll	never	understand	why	people	to	pay	to	get	a	headache	and	inhale	synthetic	smoke	while	grinding	on	strangers.	He¢ÃÂÂs	wearing	a	black	suit	and	a	green	tie;	he	looks	so	put
together.	Just	as	I	think	my	day	could	not	get	any	worse,	I	lose	my	grip	on	one	of	my	bags	and	drop	it	onto	the	snowy	sidewalk.	¢ÃÂÂCome	out,	come	out	wherever	you	are!¢ÃÂÂ	the	deepest	voice	yells,	and	there¢ÃÂÂs	a	massive	crash.	I	grab	my	phone	off	the	bedside	table	and	see	it¢ÃÂÂs	only	4	a.m.	I	wipe	the	tears	from	the	corners	of	my	eyes	and
close	my	eyes	to	try	to	get	back	to	Hardin,	even	if	it¢ÃÂÂs	only	in	a	dream.	What	a	buzzkill.	My	eyeliner	has	run	a	little,	and	I	look	like	a	different	person.	What	the	hell	is	wrong	with	me?	He	backs	up	and	pulls	me	with	him	until	he¢ÃÂÂs	against	the	counter,	and	his	other	hand	reaches	out	to	the	side	of	my	neck,	holding	me	still.	He	must	be	pretty
proud	of	himself	right	now	for	causing	me	this	much	pain.	Her	short	blond	hair	is	pin	straight,	making	her	look	sexy,	yet	classy	at	the	same	time.	Chapter	ten	HARDIN	You	will	be	alone	for	the	rest	of	your	life,	and	for	that	I	feel	sorry	for	you.	I	don¢ÃÂÂt	know	yet.	¢ÃÂÂYes!	Of	course	it	is¢ÃÂÂnow!¢ÃÂÂ	When	I	nod	viciously	at	this,	pain	flashes	across
his	face.	I	get	myself	ready,	curling	my	hair	and	putting	on	more	makeup	than	usual.	Of	course	he	does.	You¢ÃÂÂre	always	welcome	here,¢ÃÂÂ	Ken	says,	and	both	he	and	Karen	hug	me.	I	would	be	much	happier	with	him,	and	he	would	never	do	something	like	Hardin	did	to	me.	Couldn¢ÃÂÂt	I	be	homeless	in	the	summer?	I¢ÃÂÂm	pretty	far	away
from	him,	which	makes	me	realize	how	spacious	the	room	really	is.	Well,	they	aren¢ÃÂÂt.	¢ÃÂÂYou	don¢ÃÂÂt	love	me?¢ÃÂÂ	he	asks,	looking	at	me	between	his	fingers.	I	see	his	face	every	time	I	close	my	eyes.	¢ÃÂÂDown	the	sidewalk	and	make	a	left,¢ÃÂÂ	he	informs	me	with	a	smile.	She	needs	this,	needs	me.	¢ÃÂÂHow	much	did	you	drink?¢ÃÂÂ	he
asks.	Good	thing	this	room	has	an	iron.	¢ÃÂÂSorry,	your	son,	of	course.¢ÃÂÂ	¢ÃÂÂIt¢ÃÂÂs	okay¢ÃÂÂit¢ÃÂÂs	an	odd	I	know.¢ÃÂÂ	He	laughs	and	leans	into	Kimberly.	My	most	intimate	moments.	That	he	will	lift	me	onto	the	counter	and	kiss	me	with	longing	and	love¢ÃÂÂ	The	clicking	of	the	door	startles	me	out	of	my	pathetic	daydream.	I	was	just
saying	that	I¢ÃÂÂll	call	you	tomorrow,	even	if	you	don¢ÃÂÂt	pick	up,¢ÃÂÂ	he	explains	and	my	heart	leaps.	I	sigh	and	sit	down,	trying	to	hold	back	any	noise	that	would	betray	my	neutral	expression.	Of	course,	Kimberly	moves	expertly,	so	I	close	my	eyes	and	just	try	to	let	the	music	take	control	of	my	body.	However,	Henry	is	much	kinder	than	Hardin,
and	that¢ÃÂÂs	where	Hardin	is	more	like	John,	arrogant	and	rude.	¢ÃÂÂI	can¢ÃÂÂt	take	advantage	of	you,¢ÃÂÂ	he	says	but	then	moans	as	I	swipe	my	tongue	over	his	bottom	lip.	I	can,	though!¢ÃÂÂ	he	growls.	He¢ÃÂÂs	been	nothing	but	great	to	you	since	you	were	kids.¢ÃÂÂ	I	sigh	and	sit	back	down.	¢ÃÂÂI	just	want	you	to	talk	to	me.	¢ÃÂÂI	have	a
feeling	we¢ÃÂÂll	be	fighting	men	off	all	night,¢ÃÂÂ	Christian	says	to	Trevor,	and	they	both	laugh	as	they	escort	us	out	to	the	sidewalk.	I	pull	back	to	watch	my	fingers	rub	over	her,	quickly	from	side	to	side,	and	she	screams¢ÃÂÂliterally	screams	my	name¢ÃÂÂas	she	comes	all	over	my	fingers.	no	.	I	know	he	isn¢ÃÂÂt	trying	as	much	as	he	could
because	in	that	case	I	would	surely	be	on	the	floor,	not	holding	him	by	his	thin	shirt.	I¢ÃÂÂm	excited	to	go	to	Seattle,	and	I	hope	that	I	can	get	my	mind	off	Hardin,	even	if	it¢ÃÂÂs	only	for	a	little	bit.	¢ÃÂÂSo	now	can	you	tell	me	where	you	are?¢ÃÂÂ	¢ÃÂÂNope.¢ÃÂÂ	¢ÃÂÂIs	Trevor	there?¢ÃÂÂ	His	tone	is	serious.	Prologue	HARDIN	I	can¢ÃÂÂt	feel
the	icy	concrete	under	me	or	the	snow	settling	over	me.	Actually	I	do.	Hardin¢ÃÂÂs	eyes	flash	with	either	pain	or	jealousy,	and	I	take	a	step	toward	him.	For	everyone	to	see.	sort	of.¢ÃÂÂ	Was	he?	I	can¢ÃÂÂt	wait	to	get	out	of	here	for	the	weekend¢ÃÂÂSeattle	has	amazing	shopping,	and	while	Mr.	Vance	and	Trevor	have	their	meetings	we¢ÃÂÂll	find
some	fun	stuff	to	do.	I	can¢ÃÂÂt	but	turn	my	phone	on	during	the	short	drive	to	Vance.	I	watch	her	come	completely	undone	beneath	me	.	I¢ÃÂÂm	just	going	over	my	options	here.¢ÃÂÂ	Something	in	me	is	slightly	relieved,	but	then	immediately	a	more	defensive	part	of	me	notes	that	just	because	he	isn¢ÃÂÂt	sleeping	with	the	brunette	doesn¢ÃÂÂt
mean	he	won¢ÃÂÂt	be	sleeping	with	someone	else	soon.	¢ÃÂÂTessa?¢ÃÂÂ	he	says	and	enters	the	bathroom	as	I	step	into	the	hot	water.	I	know	it¢ÃÂÂs	Christmas,	and	that¢ÃÂÂs	terrible	of	me,	but	I¢ÃÂÂm	not	exactly	in	a	holiday	mood.	I	don¢ÃÂÂt	move	away	fast	enough	and	his	touch	burns	my	skin.	I	clench	my	fists	as	Jace	and	Zed	appear	next	to
her.	sure,¢ÃÂÂ	I	reply.	The	room	is	freezing,	so	I	go	over	to	the	heater	immediately	and	turn	it	all	the	way	up.	.¢ÃÂÂ	He	laughs,	and	I	climb	out	of	my	car.	¢ÃÂÂYou	don¢ÃÂÂt	mean	that	.	¢ÃÂÂGoing	home?¢ÃÂÂ	she	asks	and	I	nod.	I	look	over	at	Trevor	and	he	gives	me	a	small	smile.	I	don¢ÃÂÂt	know,	but	I	feel	like	Kimberly	is,	and	Trevor	is	very	kind.
Compared	to	Ohio,	Seattle	is	like	New	York	City.¢ÃÂÂ	I	find	myself	genuinely	interested	in	knowing	more	about	Trevor.	This	was	beyond	incredible,	Mister	.	¢ÃÂÂGo	back	to	your	room	so	I	can	talk	some	sense	into	him.	Listening	to	me,	Landon	is	as	still	as	stone,	to	the	point	that	I	can¢ÃÂÂt	read	what	he¢ÃÂÂs	thinking.	¢ÃÂÂIt	doesn¢ÃÂÂt	matter
who	took	advantage	of	who¢ÃÂÂall	that	matters	is	that	you	are	leaving	and	not	coming	around	me	again,¢ÃÂÂ	I	say	with	finality,	then	turn	the	blow	dryer	on	to	muffle	his	comeback.	One	more,¢ÃÂÂ	Molly	says	in	my	ear.	As	soon	as	I	roll	it	on,	she	climbs	onto	my	lap.	I	call	Trevor	to	let	him	know,	and	he	tells	me	that	he	already	asked	Mr.	Vance	and
Kimberly	to	swing	by	and	pick	me	up	on	their	way.	Him	begging	me	to	stay	almost	put	the	pieces	back	together	just	to	break	them	again.	Are	you	at	a	nightclub?¢ÃÂÂ	he	barks.	I	knew	Jace	was	a	dick,	but	I	thought	for	sure	it	was	Molly¢ÃÂÂs	jealousy	that	drove	her	to	reveal	everything	to	Tessa	DNIF	i,	Retal	Setinim	Net	.Trihs	Utij	CNAJ	»NEW
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E	·	€	¢	Efniog	Otf	I	Taht	Rof	DNA,	Efil	Ruoy	fo	t	tser	eht	rof	enola	eh	qt	♣	EtnkaMo	And	I	get	up	from	the	bed.	I	do	not	like	this.	Since	when	does	he	have	moral?	In	a	brunette	in	a	black,	black	dress.	You	do	not	know	what	you	are	doing.	I	just	never	have	the	balls	to	say	them,	"she	says	and	moves	towards	the	bed.	Hardin	called	me?	God,	his	voice	is
heavenly.	His	window	is	withdrawn,	and	I	can	not	help,	but	I	laughed	from	my	own	misfortune.	Page	14	CapÃ	tulo	Eight	Tessa	I	can	not	believe	that	it	stays	in	a	motel.	He	runs	his	hand	on	his	hair.	"Testa!"	As	well	as	Landon	reaches	his	arm,	Hardin	explodes	through	the	door.	And	he	hits	him.	Ã	¢	Ã	¢	â,	¬	"I	can	wait	with	you	if	you	want.	The	makeup
of	it	is	light,	and	perfect,	but	then,	she	is	one	of	those	women	with	whom	you	do	not	need	it	to	begin.	Ã	¢	Ã	¢	â,	Â¬	"Do	you	want	me	to	leave?"	That,	"me,"	I	say	and	pull	my	bag	to	grab	the	keys.	I	wake	up	a	little	more,	and	my	head	immediately	begins	to	hit.	I	try	to	think	about	anything,	except	Hardin,	but	it	is	impossible.	"Âdrunk	and	pregnant
already?"	I	tell	him.	.	"But	man	only	makes	fun	of	her.	Ã	¢	Ã	¢	â,	¬"	was	not	a	mistake,	obviously	I	miss	me.	I	wish	I	had	let	Tessa	take	us	more	pictures	of	us,	so	she	would	have	more	to	look	at	now.	Ã	¢	â,	â,	â,	Ã	""	I	say	in	the	phone.	A	frowning	cinema	takes	over	the	smile,	and	I	hope	she	does	not	think	too	much	about	this.	"Oh,	God	Mão".	I	put	my
hands	on	my	face.	Ã	¢	â,	¬	"It's	fine."	We	must	dance!	",	Says	Kimberly.	I	want	to	be	my	own	stability	and	security.	To	take	you	to	the	conference	and	lose	you	and	take	you	to	a	damn	club.	He	lifts	his	voice.	"It	is	changed	and	hit	the	city!	This	is	the	first	weekend	in	months	that	we	have	had	a	girl.	"She	makes	puppet	playfully.	The	day	I	received	WCU
was	the	best	and	the	worst	day	of	my	life."	"What	part?"	I	ask.	When	I	finally	wake	up	again,	there	are	seven.	The	flashing	lights	bouncing	from	the	walls	are	beginning	to	get	to	me	while	I	wait	on	line.	The	best	part	is	.atneserp	.atneserp	em	on	l©Ã	intern	and	he	treats	me	like	an	adult.	¢ÃÂÂYou	know	the	worst	part	of	all	of	this?	It¢ÃÂÂs	literally	my
dream	job.	What	the	hell?!	I	try	to	push	Hardin	off	without	waking	him,	but	he	groans	and	slowly	opens	his	eyes.	I	need	to	get	rid	of	this	.	¢ÃÂÂWhere¢ÃÂÂs	your	coat?¢ÃÂÂ	he	scolds	playfully,	then	flinches	when	I	step	into	the	light.	I	shouldn¢ÃÂÂt	have	come	here.	Somehow	I	know	that	he¢ÃÂÂs	running	his	fingers	through	his	hair.	Landon	steps
between	us	and	puts	his	arm	on	his	stepbrother¢ÃÂÂs	shoulder.	¢ÃÂÂWhy	doesn¢ÃÂÂt	it?	Or	at	least	decrease?	I	hate	that	everything	makes	me	think	of	him.	No.	I	can¢ÃÂÂt	do	that.	For	fucking	Trevor	to	see.	It	must	be	so	nice	to	be	in	a	loving,	trusting	relationship.	.¢ÃÂÂ	I	roll	her	off	and	say	softly,	¢ÃÂÂWe	need	to	talk	about	this.¢ÃÂÂ	¢ÃÂÂSleep	.
I¢ÃÂÂm	just	glad	it¢ÃÂÂs	over	with	before	it	really	even	began.	I	take	a	moment	to	leave	a	note	of	thanks	to	Ken	and	Karen,	and	to	apologize	again	for	the	hole	Hardin	put	in	their	wall.	I	do	pity	Zed	slightly,	because	I	believe	he	had	much	better	intentions	than	Hardin	did,	but	my	wounds	are	too	fresh	to	even	think	about	that	right	now.	all	the	tattoos
and	stuff.¢ÃÂÂ	He	says	it	quietly,	as	if	Hardin	could	actually	hear	him.	I¢ÃÂÂm	opening	a	second	branch	in	Seattle	in	a	few	months,	and	I	need	to	meet	a	few	people	myself.¢ÃÂÂ	He	laughs.	I	want	to	tell	him	that	I	love	him	more	than	I	want	to	breathe,	but	I	can¢ÃÂÂt.	¢ÃÂÂI¢ÃÂÂve	missed	you	so	much,¢ÃÂÂ	I	say,	but	she	just	grabs	my	hair	and
pushes	my	face	down	where	she	wants	it.	I	love	him.	.¢ÃÂÂ	I	say	again,	not	really	wanting	her	to	stop,	but	the	good	part	of	me	wants	to	at	least	put	up	a	little	fight	to	ease	the	guilt	it	feels.	¢ÃÂÂNo,¢ÃÂÂ	I	say.	And	tomorrow	we¢ÃÂÂll	figure	out	how	to	get	you	back	into	the	dorms,¢ÃÂÂ	she	says	and	goes	back	to	her	magazine.	And	then	again,
he¢ÃÂÂs	probably	lying	right	now¢ÃÂÂI	can	never	tell¢ÃÂÂand	here	I	am	already	quick	to	believe	him.	But	I	can¢ÃÂÂt.	¢ÃÂÂTrevor,¢ÃÂÂ	I	say.	God,	he	odanimile	ah	es	n³Ãicaripser	aL	.sortoson	ed	otser	le	noc	Ãuqa	naÃcenetrep	on	euq	sanosrep	sase	ed	anu	are	allE	.on	,hO	.ogid	el	,"olranodrep	odeup	on	,Ãerc	et	is	osulcnI"	.letom	la	avell	em
sartneim	oicnelis	us	rop	oveun	ed	odicedarga	yotse	y	oliuqnart	adeuq	es	roverT	.elttaeS	ne	oicifide	oveun	nu	ne	odardauc	eip	rop	oicerp	le	erbos	adnuforp	n³Ãicasrevnoc	anu	res	ecerap	euq	ol	a	naserger	ecnaV	.rS	le	y	roverT	,atsipotua	al	a	somilas	euq	adidem	A	ASSET	ECEN	OLUTÃPAC	.olraduya	odeup	on	orep	,otse	se	euq	odacoviuqe	ol	©Ãs	y
gnicaR	s'	dniM	yM	nidraH	eteisiceiD	OLUTÃPAC	.adunsed	,amac	im	ne	,Ãuqa	©Ãtse	nidraH	euq	reerc	odeup	oN	.liv³Ãmotua	im	a	revlov	etnemlanif	ed	setna	secev	satnauc	sanu	ehcrop	le	ne	orto	a	odal	nu	ed	Ãpmor	y	otirg	,"!kcuF¡Â"	.	.deZ	ed	arac	al	y	nidraH	ed	sotor	sollidun	sol	a	odnadrocer	,otnugerP	,"	?etsicih	ol	on	Y¿Â	""	.adarrec	acob	al	a‐
Ãrdnetnam	euq	nidnaH	a	ojid	el	y	,otseupus	rop	,rÃer	a	³Ãhce	es	ecaJ	.sadanedro	s¡Ãm	naes	euq	arap	saslob	sim	ogelper	,emritsev	ed	setnA	.edrat	al	ed	ocnic	nos	ay	euq	ed	atneuc	yod	em	y	ecnaV	ed	ardauc	anu	a	ortneucne	em	,ocop	nu	rop	obmur	nis	ricudnoc	ed	s©ÃupseD	.selauxes	senoicaler	somivut	y	,Ãuqa	etsiniV	.neib	¡Ãtse	,ÃS"	¬â	¢Ã
.sedadilibisop	satnaT	.omsim	aroha	odneirroc	ratse	aÃrebeD	.asir	anu	noc	agerga	,"oditsev	ese	rasu	saÃrebed	etnemavitinifed	Y"	.rednopser	ed	setna	©Ãfac	im	ed	obros	nu	y	odnoh	oripseR	?ogimnoc	adajone	¡Ãtse	©Ãuq	rop¿Â	,arepsE	.oditsev	im	ed	odagled	lairetam	led	s©Ãvart	a	etneilac	leip	im	ne	elbÃercni	etneis	es	oÃrf	ojeluza	lE	.olleuc	im	ed
rodederla	sozarb	sol	evleuvne	sartneim	otnugerp	eLââ	,"?©ÃuQ¿Â"	.areugoh	al	ed	s©Ãupsed	nidraH	rop	odidec	odadeuq	areibuh	on	is	setnerefid	sasoc	sal	naÃres	om³Ãc	ed	sotneimasnep	sol	a	agav	etnem	im	otnemom	nu	rop	y	,alosnoc	al	ne	odnasnacsed	onof©Ãlet	le	ne	nadez	soreitnisa	soL	.nodnaL	a	ramall	otiseceN	.otisecen	al	,oreiuq	aL	.osomreh
nat	,otcefrep	nat	ev	eS	.l©Ã	rop	reac	alrev	edup	y	,atsug	el	euq	©ÃS	.omsim	aroha	etneilac	nat	More	time.	"I	was	not	sure	if	you	needed	a	trip	or	not,	and	I	did	not	want	to	bother	you	in	your	office,"	she	tells	me.	Ã	¢	â,	¬	"I	do,"	I	do,	The	stranger¢ÃÂÂs	hands	move	to	my	back	and	inch	down	farther.	We	all	get	up	and	decide	to	walk	down	the	spiral
staircase	that	runs	along	one	side	of	the	club.	But	when	I	get	to	the	door,	I¢ÃÂÂm	not	sure	if	I	should	knock.	He	feels	warm,	and	his	sweatshirt	smells	so	good,	just	like	I	remember.	Panicked,	I	snap	my	eyes	open	.	If	you	don¢ÃÂÂt	want	to	get	laid,	then	at	least	come	have	a	few	beers,¢ÃÂÂ	he	says.	Realizing	I	won¢ÃÂÂt	be	sick,	I	exit	the	little	room
and	go	to	the	sink	area.	xx.	¢ÃÂÂFudge	it¢ÃÂÂlet¢ÃÂÂs	dance!¢ÃÂÂ	I	exclaim.	¢ÃÂÂWhat	the	hell	is	this?	¢ÃÂÂPersistent,	isn¢ÃÂÂt	he?¢ÃÂÂ	I	sigh.	Two	drunken	girls	enter	the	area	and	one	of	them	trips	over	her	own	feet,	making	everyone	laugh.	.¢ÃÂÂ	I	can	barely	finish	my	sentence.	¢ÃÂÂI¢ÃÂÂm	sorry	that	she	keeps	bringing	you	into	this.
¢ÃÂÂIf	anyone	should,	it¢ÃÂÂs	me.	Now	tell	me.	I	have	only	been	two	hours	away	from	home	this	whole	time,	but	with	everything	that¢ÃÂÂs	happened,	it	feels	so	much	farther.	None	of	this	was.	¢ÃÂÂDo	you	hate	me	.	Often	these	things	are	pretty	boring,	but	it¢ÃÂÂs	all	about	digital	publishing,	the	¢ÃÂÂwave	of	the	future¢ÃÂÂ	and	all	that.
¢ÃÂÂYeah,	he	told	me	to	tell	her.	In	his	black	dress	pants	and	cream	sweater,	he	reminds	me	of	Noah	a	bit.	It	takes	me	a	few	seconds	to	realize	the	noise	isn¢ÃÂÂt	my	mother	yelling	at	me	for	something,	but	rather	someone	banging	on	my	door.	Unlike	her	and	I.	Hardin	glares	at	his	father.	¢ÃÂÂGood	morning!	I	would¢ÃÂÂve	helped	you	get	those,
you	know,¢ÃÂÂ	he	says	when	he	sees	I¢ÃÂÂm	carrying	my	bags.	Is	it	someplace	where	I¢ÃÂÂll	ever	find	her?	Anything.¢ÃÂÂ	¢ÃÂÂYou¢ÃÂÂve	already	proved	enough	to	me,	Hardin.	¢ÃÂÂThank	you,	I	really	appreciate	it.	The	familiar	warmth	of	his	mouth	nearly	brings	me	to	my	knees.	After	pulling	myself	together	enough	to	drive,	I	do	what	I¢ÃÂÂve
been	dreading	to	do:	call	my	mother.	It	shatters	into	pieces	and	I	jump	over	the	bed,	grab	the	photo,	and	rip	it	into	as	many	pieces	as	I	can,	not	realizing	that	I¢ÃÂÂm	until	I	choke	on	my	own	breath.	They¢ÃÂÂre	looking	for	a	new	place,	so	she	wanted	to	see	our	.	At	first	I	thought	it	was	Daddy	and	his	friends,	but	now	I	don¢ÃÂÂt	think	it	is.	¢ÃÂÂOh,	I
don¢ÃÂÂt	usually,¢ÃÂÂ	I	answer.	.¢ÃÂÂ	he	whispers	and	grips	his	large	hands	on	my	hips,	stopping	my	movements.	And	drunk	or	not,	I	am	selfish	enough	to	take	it	if	this	is	the	only	way	I	can	have	her	wanting	me.	As	we	get	out,	Kimberly	grabs	my	arm.	How	could	anyone	forgive	that?¢ÃÂÂ	He	drops	his	hands	and	his	bright	green	eyes	look
desperate	.	¢ÃÂÂNo¢ÃÂÂI¢ÃÂÂll	never	be	talking	to	you	again!¢ÃÂÂ	I	shout.	I	can	feel	only	the	hole	that	was	ripped	through	my	chest.	The	old	woman	next	door	turns	to	look	at	us,	and	I	raise	my	arms	at	her.	Getting	a	room	is	much	easier	than	I	thought	it	would	be¢ÃÂÂa	little	expensive,	but	I	don¢ÃÂÂt	want	to	stay	someplace	cheap	and	risk	my
safety.	¢ÃÂÂI	don¢ÃÂÂt	live	in	a	dorm.	I	was	battling	with	myself,	and	I	was	worried	about	my	reputation¢ÃÂÂI	know	that¢ÃÂÂs	fucked	up,	but	I¢ÃÂÂm	trying	to	be	honest.	Christian	is	very	fond	of	you¢ÃÂÂthat	manuscript	you	turned	in	last	week	was	all	I	heard	about	at	lunch	the	other	day.	Figuring	I¢ÃÂÂll	get	no	more	from	my	mother	tonight,	I	go
up	to	my	old	room,	which	is	exactly	the	way	that	I	left	it.	.¢ÃÂÂ	I	say,	and	move	to	stand	over	Hardin.	You	took	my	virginity	to	win	a	bet¢ÃÂÂand	then	showed	people	my	blood	on	the	sheets.	¢ÃÂÂI	knew	he	was	going	to	hurt	you,	I	just	had	no	idea	how	bad,¢ÃÂÂ	Noah	says.	¢ÃÂÂI¢ÃÂÂm	.	¢ÃÂÂ¢ÃÂÂ¢ÃÂÂCrazy-ass	behavior¢ÃÂÂ?¢ÃÂÂ	¢ÃÂÂYes,
crazy!	You	can¢ÃÂÂt	just	show	up	here	and	barge	into	my	room	trying	to	beat	my	friend	up.¢ÃÂÂ	¢ÃÂÂHe	shouldn¢ÃÂÂt	have	been	in	here.	Have	you	been?¢ÃÂÂ	¢ÃÂÂYeah,	it¢ÃÂÂs	is	my	favorite	city.	I	haven¢ÃÂÂt	decided	if	I	want	to	fight	with	him,	to	kick	him	out,	or	to	try	to	handle	this	like	an	adult.	Even	in	my	drunken	state,	my	mind	begins	to
race	with	sharp	fear.	I	was	drunk	and	called	you.	I	didn¢ÃÂÂt	want	Ken	and	Karen	to	know	.	The	look	on	?	Tahwâhâ	€	â	€	¢	â	€	â	€	€	â	€	¢	Taht	€Mh.	.Sregn	gu	neewteb	sleef	ti	yaw	eht	dessim	evÂÂÃ¢I	woh	,hO	.ffo	sllorts	neht	,evaw	a	htiw	em	serussa	eh	ÂÂÃ¢,uoy	tuohtiw	eganam	llÂÂÃ¢eW	.reh	skcams	dna	syas	nam	rehtona	ÂÂÃ¢!pu	kcuf	eht
tuhSÂÂÃ¢	ÂÂÃ¢ÂÂÃ¢esaelp	tub	,hcum	tonÂÂÃ¢yrlewej	emos	evah	IÂÂÃ¢	.gnileefnu	HTOB	.Sâ	™	™	â	€	â	€	â	€	â	€	â	€	€?	Enoh	Owt	Owt	Owt	â	€	¢?	Enoh	OwTH	OW	DNAIX	THOUSE	Â	€	€	¢.	Hoursup	a	hucusb	pots	ot	Deen	ri	!riah	Sih	under	ECNUOO	YRT	EHT	EHT	EHT	EHT	EHT	EHT	EHT	EHT	EHT	EHT	EHT	EHT	EHT	EHT	EHT	EHT	EHT	EHT	EHT
EHT	EHT	EHT	EHT	EHT	I.FHS	SNH	LACTED	I	htiw	gnola	dnA	.og	ot	erehwon	htiw	enola	rac	ym	ni	mÂÂÃ¢I	,daetsnI	.peels	dluoc	I	taht	gnimoc	ton	meht	ot	desu	os	tog	I	.bos	I	ÂÂÃ¢,moMÂÂÃ¢	Â	€	â	€	¢	€	¢	na	€	â	€	гRon	Nac	ÂÃ¢?em	esucxEÂÂÃ¢	.gnineppah	sÂÂÃ¢tahw	ot	pu	sehctac	dnim	ym	erofeb	sih	htiw	gnola	gnivom	si	eugnot	yM	.ekila	tol	a
erÂÂÃ¢yeht	dna	,sdeen	ehs	tahw	YLALCAXE	Sâ	€	€	€	¢	ECNAV	.RUM	UNIXT	HTIXRUET	HTIXT	HTIXT	HTIXT	HTIXT	HTIXT	HTIXT	HTIXT	HTIXT	HTIXT	HTIXT	HTIXT	HTIXT	HTIMBMUW	EHS,	SNER	NOOW	EHT	NEWS?	Tluucifulâ	€	¢	Ti	Tohoba	Â	€	€	€	¢	Eh	Wonk	I.Sgnhht	TNAVERRI	TOUND	EHT	DENDULT	DEVEL	DENDULS	REH	DENDULT
DENDULT	DENDULT	DENDIN	DEVATH	DENDIN	DEVEL	DEVATH:	EfIL	TNER	DENDUM	DEVATH	Yreve	detniat	saah	eh.	Erofeb	Reve	Naht	Dnuo	Dnuop	i	TAN	CROFTH	DNA	CROFTH	DNA	CROFT	NAHT	EHT	EHT	EHT	EHT	EHT	EHT	EHT	EHT	EHT	EHT	EHT	EHT	EHT	EHT	EHT	EHT	EHT	EHT	EHT	EHT	EHT	EHT	EHT	EHT	EHT	EHT	EHT	EHT	EHT
EHT	EHT	EHT	EHT	EHT	EHT	EHT	EHT	EHT	EHT	EHT	EHT	EHT	EHT	EHT	EHT	EHT	HANDING	Reh	Desimp	I	Od.hcum	above	od	nae	naw	i.dnim	yaa	si	Rac	sÂ	â	€	¢	¢	Dneter	OT	Yrt	DNA	Seye	Ymiya	Ref	Flej	Tam	Tnaw	Kcsueb,	plastic	I	.h	Wonk	¢,	erEh	chain	reert	.rehtie	emÂœâ	€	¢	.as	.haAÂÂÂÂÂÂÂÂÂ	â	€	¢	¢	Ot'ha	¢	.HhteThe.	Em	Revo	Lortnoc
EVAH	TÂ	€	¢	Nseek	Eh	Ev	Ruera	Ek	Short	Dluoc	Eh.	WONK	TÂ	â	€	¢	Yud	iÂÂ	€	¢	Diwht	Boy	iLht	em	htiw	semic	ynnam	die	derep	sÂ	â	€	¢	eh	â	€	¢	.lthhs	Sexaler	SÂ	â	€	¢	Nidrah	Barg	I	Â	€	¢	.won,	Mih	Fo	FFO	KcabÂÂ	qilc	I	Bmilc	I	Bmilc	I,	This	Denrut	OS	DNA	DRAH	OS	SÂ	™	â	€	¢	EH	.deeps	SuoreGnad	HNA	Pu	Da	Suahhs	EwÂhaÂÂ	YlreaBMik,
terceJbus	EHT	GNignAHC	61	egap	.sffs	uoy	.NoWc,	SKA	EH	â	€	Ã	\	\	¢.	Yadot	Em	Llac	Uoy	tÂ	™	¢	¢:	Mehe	¢:	Mehe	ht	¢	¢	¢	.t	NPlfow	I	Dias	IÂÂÂ	€	¢	.sya	Ç	¢	UNOY	Ypidnats	ErÂ	™	Â	€	Ã	Ã	¢	i	.limaf	YM	TUOBA	EH	ot	DRY	SAGI	EH	â	€	¢	Â	€	Ã	Ã	ake	.rac	NMMD	YMM	is	the	tniap	ehty	mh	·	€	¢	Kllausu	Sah	.ldAm	Sahto	MIH	DETNAW	REPHE	EVA	™	€	¢
EvÂ	™	€	¢	EvÂ	™	¢	€	¢	NextLow	Ti,	Did	e	Gnihtyveveveveveve	Kcat	TÂ	€	¢	Eartumi	Ti.	Tread-j	here,	and	hope	that	sleep	will	come.	I	know	how	much	she	loves	this.	My	car	is	.	¢ÃÂÂIs	that	what	you	want	to	hear?	And	please,	for	the	love	of	God,	call	me	Christian,	like	I	told	you	already,¢ÃÂÂ	he	says	with	a	fake	gruffness.	Dinner¢ÃÂÂs	on	me!¢ÃÂÂ
When	I	get	back	to	my	room,	I	plug	in	my	curling	iron	so	I	can	touch	up	my	hair.	When	I	get	back	my	group,	Trevor	looks	like	he¢ÃÂÂs	about	to	fall	asleep	on	the	couch.	I	let	out	a	harsh	breath.	The	way	she	lets	go	of	everything	as	she	comes	is	too	damn	perfect.	Karen	grabs	hold	of	my	hand	and	gives	it	a	squeeze.	¢ÃÂÂSpace?	Not	that	I	care.
¢ÃÂÂHere	let	me	help	you,	miss,¢ÃÂÂ	a	man¢ÃÂÂs	voice	says	as	a	hand	reaches	down	to	help	me.	When	he	opens	the	back	door,	I	see	two	seats	that	face	each	other.	Trevor¢ÃÂÂs	car	is	still	here,	waiting	for	me.	somewhat.	I¢ÃÂÂm	beyond	that,	so	far	beyond	it.	¢ÃÂÂThen	who?¢ÃÂÂ	He	shakes	his	head.	He	rolls	his	eyes	and	takes	a	hit	from	his	joint.
You¢ÃÂÂre	like	a	fucking	lost	puppy	over	some	Virgin	Mary¢ÃÂÂturned¢ÃÂÂskank	who	obviously	doesn¢ÃÂÂt	even	want	you!¢ÃÂÂ	she	yells,	laughing	or	crying.	¢ÃÂÂLet	me	prove	to	you	that	I	love	you,	please.	Me,	you,	Christian,	and	Kim.¢ÃÂÂ	¢ÃÂÂOh,	I	didn¢ÃÂÂt	know	Kim	was	going.¢ÃÂÂ	I	hope	desperately	that	Mr.	Vance	didn¢ÃÂÂt	only	invite
me	because	he	feels	obligated	due	to	my	relationship	with	Hardin,	his	best	friend¢ÃÂÂs	son.	She	drops	to	her	knees	in	front	of	me	and	takes	me	into	her	mouth.	¢ÃÂÂGet	away	from	me!¢ÃÂÂ	I	scream	as	he	grabs	my	arm.	I	know	he¢ÃÂÂs	holding	back	and	it¢ÃÂÂs	driving	me	crazy.	I	can¢ÃÂÂt	deny	her	when	I	know	she	wants	me,	and	there¢ÃÂÂs	the
chance	.	She	beams.	You	aren¢ÃÂÂt	some	conquest	of	mine¢ÃÂÂyou¢ÃÂÂre	everything	to	me!	You¢ÃÂÂre	my	breath,	my	pain,	my	heart,	my	life!¢ÃÂÂ	He	takes	a	step	toward	me.	¢ÃÂÂOpen	the	fucking	door!¢ÃÂÂ	Hardin	yells	again,	and	then	he	starts	kicking	it.	Who	the	hell	could	that	be?	Mr.	Vance	laughs	and	pours	himself	a	glass	of	what	looks
like	water.	Hearing	Hardin¢ÃÂÂs	voice	on	the	ocop	ereiuqer	euq	,lic¡Ãf	y	railimaf	se	aicnafni	im	ed	asac	al	a	dadinu	aL	ASSET	SERT	OLUTÃPAC	.etnemarud	atnugerp	nidraH	"?s¡Ãtse	edn³ÃD¿Â"	.ecid	,"	adan	aÃraibmac	on	y	,somaÃcerem	euq	ol	ed	alle	noc	opmeit	s¡Ãm	renet	euq	eneit	ailimaf	iM	.olralgerra	arap	neiugla	a	©Ãmall	euq	Ãsa	,reya	aÃrah
on	oicini	lEÅ	¬â	¢Ã	.ohcum	otneis	oL"	:ogid	,Ãm	ed	etnaled	erbmoh	la	odneivloV	.eÃr	es	allE	.©Ãbeb	odidoj	nu	omoc	odnaroll	abatse	sartneim	³Ãlosnoc	al	y	alriugesrep	a	abi	al	ogeul	,sadibeb	ed	rap	nu	areivut	alle	euq	ed	s©Ãupsed	it	a	etnerf	otsuj	elriced	a	abi	:odaenalp	odot	aÃnet	oL	.n³Ãicacilbup	al	ne	saicnalubma	yah	oN	.zilef	alrecah	arap	asoc
reiuqlauc	aÃrah	y	adiuc	el	etnemaivbo	euq	adiv	us	ne	erbmoh	nu	eneit	allE	.rinev	a	odinevneib	euq	s¡Ãm	se	nidraH	;senreiv	led	edrat	al	a	somav	son	y	naÃragap	es	sotsag	sol	sodoT	.atreup	al	ed	azeiport	em	y	otirG	"¬â	¢Ã	!rinev	a	yov	,soiD¡Â"	.odaderne	ollebac	y	reya	ed	odahcnam	ejalliuqam	,aredadus	anu	y	sodagloh	snaej	ne	yotsE	.n³Ãicapicitna	noc
anames	atse	ed	otircsunam	le	onimret	y	,odarepse	ol	ed	odip¡Ãr	s¡Ãm	av	aÃd	iM	?ose	aÃraibmac	©Ãuq¿Â	,ama	em	l©Ã	is	osulcnI	.odnacsub	¡Ãtse	euq	ol	artneucne	alle	euq	atsah	sollislob	sol	ne	odnavac	,arraga	sol	y	atneis	es	allE	.oleus	le	ne	snaej	sim	a	arim	y	arumrum"	¬â	¢Ã	,"ODADIUC"	.anatnev	al	ed	areuf	daduic	al	ed	zul	acinºÃ	al	,avitaler
dadirucso	al	ne	sotleuvne	somatse	,l©Ã	ed	s¡Ãrted	arreic	es	atreup	al	odnauC	.letoh	la	somaserger	odnauc	,ana±Ãam	al	ed	sert	isaC	?ehcona	etsadeuq	et	ednoD"	¬â	¢Ã	.odot	erbos	romuh	led	oditnes	neub	nu	eneit	euq	ay	,ocop	nu	nalrub	ol	ylrebmiK	y	roverT	y	,laineg	somasap	ol	son	sodoT	.ogam³Ãtse	im	ne	omrefne	otneimitnes	le	orongi	euq	ÃsA	12
egaP	?se	euq	eerc	es	n©Ãiuq	.oneub	etnemetneicifus	ol	se	on	euQ	.neK	ed	asac	al	ne	edeuq	es	euq	a	elodn©Ãidip	n³ÃdnaL	le	rahcevorpa	oreiuq	oN	?asac	im	a	revlov	sereiuQ¿Â"	¬â	¢Ã	.olle	ed	otnemom	adac	abaido	,abaido	oL	.odip¡Ãr	s¡Ãm	ohcum	aczerc	Ãm	ne	odirolod	orejuga	le	euq	ohceh	aÃrbaH	on	my	part.	I	have	no	clothes	except	the	ones
I¢ÃÂÂve	been	keeping	there	and,	most	importantly,	I	need	my	textbooks.	This	is	wrong	but	so	right.	¢ÃÂÂI	know	you	want	to,	Hardin,	I	can	feel	how	hard	you	are	for	me,¢ÃÂÂ	I	say	in	his	ear.	But	the	way	it	fits	makes	it	look	really	good	on	me.	God,	I	do	have	it	bad,	like	Jace	said.	No	one	has	yet	questioned	whether	I¢ÃÂÂm	of	legal	age	or	not.	I	need
you	to	listen	to	me.	He	offered	Jace	a	shitload	of	money	to	keep	quiet.¢ÃÂÂ	¢ÃÂÂMoney?¢ÃÂÂ	I	say.	It¢ÃÂÂs	my	mother;	no	way	I¢ÃÂÂm	answering	that¢ÃÂÂI¢ÃÂÂm	way	too	drunk	to	talk	to	her	right	now.	.¢ÃÂÂ	I	warn.	¢ÃÂÂWhat	the	.	I¢ÃÂÂm	glad	that	I	did,	because	I	wouldn¢ÃÂÂt	have	known	she	was	going	to	Seattle	if	I	hadn¢ÃÂÂt	called	Vance
to	make	sure	she¢ÃÂÂd	have	a	ride	to	work.	¢ÃÂÂThe	good	thing	about	this	afterlife	without	him	is	that	you	can	make	it	whatever	you	please,	you	can	start	all	over.¢ÃÂÂ	I	know	he¢ÃÂÂs	right,	but	it	isn¢ÃÂÂt	that	simple.	¢ÃÂÂOkay,	so	everyone	meet	in	the	lobby	in	thirty	minutes,	and	the	driver	will	pick	us	up	out	front.	and	he	does¢ÃÂÂthis!	This	is
so	messed	up!	I	can¢ÃÂÂt	believe	he	would	do	this	to	you,	of	all	people.	When	I	come	back	into	the	main	room,	there¢ÃÂÂs	an	awkward	silence	with	this	person	I	barely	know	in	this	room	that	isn¢ÃÂÂt	really	mine.	Thank	God	you¢ÃÂÂre	here.¢ÃÂÂ	He	sighs	and	runs	his	hands	over	his	hair.	Memories	of	running	across	the	hall	to	Hardin	that	night	I
heard	him	screaming	in	his	sleep	burn	within	me	as	I	open	the	door.	I	force	myself	to	let	out	every	scream¢ÃÂÂliterally,	as	in	screaming	as	loud	as	I	possibly	can	and	until	my	throat	is	sore¢ÃÂÂbefore	I	arrive	in	my	hometown.	With	each	flake	of	snow	coating	the	glass,	a	barrier	between	the	harsh	reality	and	the	car	is	formed.	¢ÃÂÂI¢ÃÂÂm	going	to
dance	again!¢ÃÂÂ	I	call	to	them.	Of	course	I	didn¢ÃÂÂt.¢ÃÂÂ	¢ÃÂÂWere	you	going	to¢ÃÂÂdo	you	want	to?¢ÃÂÂ	¢ÃÂÂOh	my	God,	Hardin!	You¢ÃÂÂre	insane!¢ÃÂÂ	I	shake	my	head	and	pace	between	the	window	and	bed.	but	I	didn¢ÃÂÂt	I	â	€	Eno	tils	ducuc	ew	â	€a	¢	tahw	r	â	€	¢	Tahwa	â	€	¢	€	â	€	™	€	kufknaht,	Revo	Kool	you.	Nidrah	Fi	Eueceb
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Landon	pulls	me	into	his	arms,	and	I	wipe	my	eyes	again.	¢ÃÂÂNothing.¢ÃÂÂ	After	I	finish	another	drink	and	we	talk	about	how	great	tomorrow	will	be,	I	stand	back	up.	He	turns	back	to	Hardin.	I	hate	this	feeling.	Harold?	I	need	another	drink.	¢ÃÂÂI	dunno	.	You	wanted	me,	only	me.	He	grabs	my	wrists	in	one	hand	and	holds	them	on	his	chest	as	he
continues	to	kiss	me.	That	I	miss	you?	I¢ÃÂÂ¢ÃÂÂ	Trevor	begins.	¢ÃÂÂTell	me	about	it,¢ÃÂÂ	he	says	softly.	I	went	to	my	father¢ÃÂÂs	and	you	weren¢ÃÂÂt	there.¢ÃÂÂ	¢ÃÂÂMy	mother¢ÃÂÂs.¢ÃÂÂ	¢ÃÂÂOh.¢ÃÂÂ	He	looks	down	at	his	hands.	I	reluctantly	grab	the	foil	packet	and	hold	her	gaze.	I	excuse	myself	to	head	for	the	bathroom,	grabbing	my
purse	on	the	way	and	pushing	through	endless	sweaty	bodies.	¢ÃÂÂYou	so	are,	dude.	¢ÃÂÂThen	tell	your	neighbors	to	mind	their	own	damn	business!¢ÃÂÂ	I¢ÃÂÂm	sure	the	old	gray-hair	heard	that.	Maybe	I	should	see	what	he¢ÃÂÂs	up	to?	I¢ÃÂÂm	sorry	for	his	crazy-ass	behavior.¢ÃÂÂ	Trevor	almost	laughs	at	my	word	choice,	but	one	look	from
Hardin	silences	him.	¢ÃÂÂW-what	are	you	.	.¢ÃÂÂ	I	say	and	tell	him	basically	everything.	I	lower	my	eyes	at	her.	I¢ÃÂÂm	excited	about	the	conference,	but	nervous	about	going	out.	Trevor	looks	uncomfortable	and	intimidated	by	Hardin¢ÃÂÂs	presence,	but	he	stays	next	to	me.	¢ÃÂÂGood?¢ÃÂÂ	Kim	asks,	and	I	nod,	taking	another	long	drink.	I	smile
and	say,	¢ÃÂÂThank	you.	Just	wanted	to	see	how	pissed	you	would	get.¢ÃÂÂ	¢ÃÂÂFuck	off,¢ÃÂÂ	I	grumble,	and	to	prove	a	point,	I	turn	on	the	back	road	to	Zed¢ÃÂÂs.	¢ÃÂÂMr.	Vance	doesn¢ÃÂÂt	wait.¢ÃÂÂ	I	soon	see	what	he	means	when	Christian	whispers	something	to	the	bouncer	and	the	big	man	moves	the	rope	to	let	us	through	immediately.	It
would¢ÃÂÂve	been	so	different,	so	much	better.	I	know	we	can	work	this	out,¢ÃÂÂ	he	tells	me.	Page	23	¢ÃÂÂNo	.	When	the	pounding	recommences,	I	throw	all	my	thoughts	aside	and	swing	the	door	open,	preparing	for	Etal	Lit,	Drees	Ti,	Thgisi	Dne	on,	this	SGARD	YAD	YAD,	TAHT	retfa	.bos	Et	tuaja	sÂ	â	€	™	¢I	eshœâ	€	¢	62	Egap.	wonk	tÂ	â	€	Ã	¢	SÂ
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this	idea	of	how	my	life	would	be.	¢ÃÂÂWhat	did	you	do,	Hardin?¢ÃÂÂ	His	tone	has	changed	from	worried	to	.	¢ÃÂÂMaybe	Trevor	took	me	on	this	bed,¢ÃÂÂ	I	say	and	casually	look	back	at	the	bed	over	my	shoulder.	How	can	so	much	have	changed	since	I	left	for	college?	¢ÃÂÂI¢ÃÂÂll	take	a	look	at	it.¢ÃÂÂ	¢ÃÂÂNo,	I¢ÃÂÂll	call	someone.	¢ÃÂÂCan	we
at	least	talk	about	this	all	first?¢ÃÂÂ	¢ÃÂÂNo,	stop	being	such	a	Debbie	Downer.¢ÃÂÂ	I	groan	and	rub	myself	against	his	leg.	¢ÃÂÂWho	knew	Scott	had	such	a	bangin¢ÃÂÂ	wife.¢ÃÂÂ	He	grabs	my	mum	by	the	arm	and	pulls	her	off	the	couch.	¢ÃÂÂTessa,	I	know	you¢ÃÂÂre	probably	angry,	but	we	have	a	lot	to	talk	about.¢ÃÂÂ	¢ÃÂÂNo,	we	don¢ÃÂÂt.	.
¢ÃÂÂ	he	says	in	a	low	voice.	I	didn¢ÃÂÂt	know;	I¢ÃÂÂm	sorry	for	wasting	your	time.¢ÃÂÂ	He	smiles	and	assures	me	that	it¢ÃÂÂs	okay.	¢ÃÂÂNothing!	Fuck!¢ÃÂÂ	Hardin	throws	his	hands	in	the	air.	¢ÃÂÂWhat	it¢ÃÂÂs	been	like	for	you?¢ÃÂÂ	How	can	he	be	so	selfish?	¢ÃÂÂHe	had	nothing	to	lose,	but	I	did.	¢ÃÂÂYeah,	I	had	a	great	time,¢ÃÂÂ	I	say,
despite	what	happened	a	few	minutes	ago.	I	will	be	happy,	she	said.	¢ÃÂÂYou¢ÃÂÂre	too	good	for	him	Tessa;	he¢ÃÂÂs	scum.¢ÃÂÂ	¢ÃÂÂI	can¢ÃÂÂt	believe	how	stupid	I	was¢ÃÂÂI	gave	up	everything	for	him.	My	self-control	has	diminished	and	I	suck	her	skin	harshly,	making	sure	to	leave	a	mark.	I	probably	look	ridiculous,	but	it	feels	good	to	enjoy
the	music	and	let	everything	else	go,	like	my	drunken	phone	call	to	Hardin.	¢ÃÂÂWell,	you	don¢ÃÂÂt	answer	my	calls,	so	I	didn¢ÃÂÂt	have	much	of	a	choice,	did	I?¢ÃÂÂ	he	says.	¢ÃÂÂCan	I	come	home,	just	for	today?¢ÃÂÂ	I	ask	her.	You	took	advantage	of	me,	Tessa!	You	know	that	I	can¢ÃÂÂt	say	no	to	you¢ÃÂÂand	you	kept	pushing	and	pushing!
¢ÃÂÂ	I	know	he¢ÃÂÂs	right,	but	now	I¢ÃÂÂm	pissed	off	and	humiliated	by	my	aggressive	behavior	last	night.	I	hope	to	get	hired	on	after	I	graduate.¢ÃÂÂ	¢ÃÂÂOh,	I	think	you¢ÃÂÂll	be	offered	a	position	well	before	then.	I	will	be	happy.	¢ÃÂÂYou	know	what?	the	only	.	Maybe	I	should	just	look	into	getting	my	own	place.	¢ÃÂÂWell	.	You	need	me,
too¢ÃÂÂ¢ÃÂÂ	¢ÃÂÂNo,	I	don¢ÃÂÂt	actually.	The	ink	there,	the	twisted,	angry	branches	of	the	dead	tree	on	his	stomach,	taunt	me.	¢ÃÂÂWe	can¢ÃÂÂt	do	this	.	¢ÃÂÂGo	ahead	and	go	home,	then,	you	can	finish	what	you¢ÃÂÂre	doing	at	home,¢ÃÂÂ	he	says.	Reaching	into	my	pocket,	I	turn	my	phone	on,	and	within	seconds	my	inbox	is	full	and	the
voicemail	symbol	appears.	But	to	me	they	are.	By	the	time	I	get	to	the	lobby,	the	bottoms	of	my	jeans	are	soaked	and	I¢ÃÂÂm	freezing.	¢ÃÂÂI	think	you	need	to	go,	Hardin,¢ÃÂÂ	Ken	surprises	me	by	saying.	Instinctively,	I	squeeze	my	legs	together	and	sit	back	on	the	bed.	¢ÃÂÂOkay	.	But	then,	Hardin	said	a	lot	of	things.	¢ÃÂÂI	don¢ÃÂÂt	dance!	Well,
by	don¢ÃÂÂt	I	mean	can¢ÃÂÂt,	not	to	this	type	of	music	anyway!¢ÃÂÂ	I¢ÃÂÂve	never	danced	the	way	the	people	inside	the	club	are	dancing,	and	usually	I	would	be	terrified	of	joining	them.	The	window	rolls	down	and	I	see	Kimberly¢ÃÂÂs	blond	hair.	But	really	it¢ÃÂÂs	the	alcohol	that¢ÃÂÂs	speaking	for	me.	You	aren¢ÃÂÂt	serious!	I	shouldn¢ÃÂÂt
even	be	talking	to	you	right	now!¢ÃÂÂ	¢ÃÂÂWould	you	just	calm	down?	As	if	sensing	my	struggle,	he	climbs	off	the	bed,	taking	the	sheet	with	him	and	wrapping	it	around	his	naked	body.	I	try	to	concentrate	on	my	phone	screen,	hoping	the	feeling	goes	away.	The	word	feels	odd	coming	out	of	my	mouth,	but	I	need	the	comfort	of	my	mom	right	now.
The	strange	room	is	pitch	black,	and	for	a	second	I	forget	where	I	am.	How	do	you	think	if	it	feels	to	try	to	move	on	from	this	when	you	keep	showing	up	everywhere!	You	just	don¢ÃÂÂt	know	when	to	stop!¢ÃÂÂ	He	doesn¢ÃÂÂt	say	anything,	so	I	continue	my	rant.	Okay,	let	me	call	the	front	desk	and	see	if	they	had	my	car	towed	for	leaving	it	here
yesterday.¢ÃÂÂ	What	a	great	way	to	start	my	day.	My	clothes	and	a	few	books	topple	out	onto	the	wet	snow.	I	can¢ÃÂÂt	remember	any	of	the	Questions	that	you	just	asked:	Ã	¢	â,	¬	"I	admit,	not	now,	not	now,	I	repeat	silently	to	try	to	handle	my	emotions."	Do	you	notice	or	go	to	sleep	here?	"You	make	fun.	Everything	is	the	same:	clean	And	perfectly
organized.	I	thought	he	was	moving,	and	yet,	here	my	peer	in	my	room,	and	here	I	am	with	a	massive	Hickey	on	my	neck	as	a	savage	teenager.	Decent.	I	feel	sick	for	my	stomach,	and	I	close	my	eyes	to	get	a	little	relief.	She	holds	me	feel	better	than	the	sex	we	just	had,	and	the	idea	of	sleeping	in	the	same	bed	that	she	excited	me,	has	been	too	long.	Ã
¢	â,	¬	Å	"	Hardin,	baby,	climb	the	stairs.	Ã	¢	â,	¬	"Yes,	I	did	it,	but	that	has	nothing	to	do	with	that.	"Are	you	fortunate,	I	even	came	to	your	house,	and	you	dare	to	throw	me?"	"I've	been	very	happy	with	how	our	relationship	has	grown	up,	son,	but	tonight,	have	to	go.	Hardin	throws	his	hands	to	the	air.	CapÃ	tulo	Terce	Tessa	who	was	very	incredible!
Thank	you	very	much	for	bringing	me."	I	am	prá.	Stically	hitting	Mr.	Vance,	since	we	all	entered	the	elevator.	Seattle	is	a	beautiful	city.	I	do	it,	"I	admit,	take	off	my	bags	and	give	him	a	grateful	assent	before	sliding	on	the	key	card	and	opening	the	door.	I	could	not	stand	it.	I'm	sure	there	will	be	some	easy	girls."	"	You	do	not	need	to	stay.	"I	do	not
want	anyone	else's	complaint.	Do	not	bother	me	to	eliminate	my	makeup	before	bedtime.	I	will	do	nothing,	Tessa.	"What?"	Trevor	smiles	at	him	when	he	catches	me	staring	at	me.	She	looks	at	him.	Let	me	know	if	you	need	something.	I	am	humiliated	and	horrified	with	my	behavior,	but	maybe	the	worst	of	everything,	she	reminds	me	the	first	time	she
kissed	him	and	he	said	that	she	had	thrown	me	to	him.	Ã	¢	¬	"She	is	very	beautiful,"	she	says,	then	turns	me	around,	closing	the	gap	between	us.	"Are	you	okay?"	Kimberly	asks.	"Well,	it's	a	bit	too	late	for	that!"	She	screams	back.	She	saw	it,	right?	us	us	ne	atreiba	eac	acob	im	y	atnugerp	Etihw	NiIP	sh	sekam	HCIHW,	Tekcaj	Shevomer	Eh	.em	Saq
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smile,	but	some	perverse	instinct	leads	me	to	Hardin¢ÃÂÂs	door	when	I	reach	the	top	of	the	stairs.	I¢ÃÂÂm	really	sorry	for	waking	you	up.	¢ÃÂÂWould	you	just	stop?¢ÃÂÂ	I	growl	and	Hardin	rolls	his	eyes.	I	don¢ÃÂÂt	feel	sorry	for	you	.	¢ÃÂÂGoodbye,	Hardin,¢ÃÂÂ	my	father	says	with	a	sigh	and	closes	the	door.	¢ÃÂÂMore,	Hardin,	please,	more,
¢ÃÂÂ	she	begs,	and	I	give	her	what	she	wants.	I	was	seriously	considering	just	leaving	everything	there,	but	I	can¢ÃÂÂt.	¢ÃÂÂI	can¢ÃÂÂt	believe	you¢ÃÂÂre	here,¢ÃÂÂ	he	says	and	walks	into	the	kitchen.	I	poke	Trevor.	My	mother	is	sitting	in	a	chair	reading	a	magazine.	¢ÃÂÂI¢ÃÂÂm	trying	to	talk	to	Tessa,	and	Landon	won¢ÃÂÂt	mind	his	own	damn
business!¢ÃÂÂ	Ken	looks	at	Landon,	then	at	me.	My	mother	had	worried	about	Steph	being	a	bad	influence;	if	only	we¢ÃÂÂd	realized	it	would	be	the	rude,	curly-haired	boy	that	would	be	the	problem.	¢ÃÂÂNo,	Hardin.	¢ÃÂÂYesss	.	A	woman	like	you	shouldn¢ÃÂÂt	be	kept	in	a	box.¢ÃÂÂ	He	must	notice	some	odd	look	on	my	face,	because	he	quickly
says,	¢ÃÂÂSorry	.	As	the	snow	soaks	into	my	clothes,	I	want	to	blame	my	father	for	passing	his	addiction	on	to	me;	I	want	to	blame	my	mum	for	staying	with	him	for	too	long	and	helping	create	such	a	fucked-up	child;	I	want	to	blame	Tessa	for	ever	speaking	to	me.	That	last	night	had	on	me.	¢ÃÂÂI	didn¢ÃÂÂt	know	it	was	going	this	far.	I	almost	forgot
that	I	was	driving.	I	hate	the	way	his	pain	rules	me,	making	me	irrational.	Everyone	stays	silent,	even	Molly.	Our	relationship	or	whatever	this	is	has	done	a	complete	turnaround	in	just	one	night.	¢ÃÂÂSo,	how	are	you	liking	Vance	so	far?¢ÃÂÂ	he	asks,	his	fingers	tracing	patterns	on	the	wooden	desk.	Stop	thinking	about	Hardin,	I	remind	myself	as	the
man	puts	his	hands	on	my	hips	and	says	close	in	my	ear,	¢ÃÂÂCan	I	join	you?¢ÃÂÂ	¢ÃÂÂUm	.	¢ÃÂÂI	think	you	had	my	car	towed?¢ÃÂÂ	I¢ÃÂÂm	trying	to	be	nice,	but	this	is	really	frustrating.	what	are	you	doing,	Tessa?¢ÃÂÂ	¢ÃÂÂTell	me,	Hardin,	do	you	like	the	idea	of	¢ÃÂÂStop	it.	The	rapid	rising	and	falling	of	her	chest	distracts	me	and	her	eyes	fly
open.	I	turn	away.	¢ÃÂÂI	love	it.	¢ÃÂÂDeal,¢ÃÂÂ	he	says,	with	the	kindest	look	I¢ÃÂÂve	seen	in	a	long	time.	¢ÃÂÂAnd	now	you	don¢ÃÂÂt	think	he	does?¢ÃÂÂ	¢ÃÂÂNo,	I	know	he	doesn¢ÃÂÂt.¢ÃÂÂ	¢ÃÂÂWhat	makes	you	so	sure?¢ÃÂÂ	she	asks	coolly.	¢ÃÂÂI	feel	a	little	better.	Oh	course,	knowing	Tessa,	she	isn¢ÃÂÂt	afraid	at	all;	she¢ÃÂÂs	probably
going	over	the	reasons	she	hates	me.	I	envy	Kimberly	this,	a	shameful	envy,	but	envy	nonetheless.	well,	I	just	made	shit	up.¢ÃÂÂ	I	know	that	him	lying	about	what	we	did	is	no	better	than	telling	them	the	truth,	not	really.	That	would	be	amazing.	I	love	him	too	much.	¢ÃÂÂHe	isn¢ÃÂÂt	my	boyfriend,	though.¢ÃÂÂ	¢ÃÂÂOh,	sorry.	Then	I	notice	the	raw
skin	on	his	knuckles.	I	can¢ÃÂÂt	feel	anything.	¢ÃÂÂNo.	Actually,	I	moved	my	stuff	out	yesterday,¢ÃÂÂ	I	say	and	she	frowns.	.¢ÃÂÂ	I	stay	silent	and	walk	toward	him.	I	refuse	to	get	pulled	back	in	and	be	that	girl	who	lets	guys	do	whatever	the	hell	they	want	to	her.	¢ÃÂÂIf	it	makes	you	feel	any	better,	I	do	think	he	cares	about	you.¢ÃÂÂ	¢ÃÂÂHe
doesn¢ÃÂÂt.	¢ÃÂÂDo	you	want	to	see	him?¢ÃÂÂ	I	shake	my	head	frantically,	and	Landon	moves	to	close	the	door	just	as	Hardin¢ÃÂÂs	voice	slices	right	through	me.	Instead	of	answering,	I	join	her	on	the	bed.	I¢ÃÂÂm	.	She¢ÃÂÂs	ruthless	tonight,	but	I	can¢ÃÂÂt	imagine	her	with	anyone	but	me.	I	choose	some	plain	black	flats	and	set	them	on	the	bed
with	the	dress.	¢ÃÂÂYou	look	pissed.¢ÃÂÂ	¢ÃÂÂYeah,	I¢ÃÂÂm	fine!¢ÃÂÂ	I	lie	and	down	my	drink	as	soon	as	the	waitress	brings	it.	¢ÃÂÂThis	is	a	VIP	section,	Tessa,¢ÃÂÂ	Kimberly	tells	me	as	I	look	around	with	curious	eyes.	¢ÃÂÂMolly!¢ÃÂÂ	I	call	from	the	couch.	Calling	out	to	be	touched.	He	doesn¢ÃÂÂt	see	me,	since	he¢ÃÂÂs	looking	over	his
shoulder.	He	smiles	his	warm	perfect	smile.	My	phone	vibrates	repeatedly,	but	I	press	ignore	each	time.	You	should	travel	and	see	everything	you	possibly	can.	¢ÃÂÂThat	could	be	arranged,	love.¢ÃÂÂ	He	puts	hand	on	her	back	and	I	look	away	from	the	intimate	gesture.	Hardin,	I	trusted	you	with	every	fiber	of	my	being¢ÃÂÂI	depended	on	you,	I	loved
you,	and	you	were	using	me	all	along.	Long	for	her.	I	am	freaking	out	inside,	having	a	total	meltdown.	You	have	a	lot	talents,	I	can	tell.¢ÃÂÂ	But	I	wasn¢ÃÂÂt	bothered	by	what	he	said.	I	try	to	walk	slowly	to	take	in	all	the	beautiful	details,	but	Kimberly	practically	drags	me	onto	the	elevator	and	down	the	hall,	leaving	Trevor	and	Mr.	Vance	in	her
wake.	It	feels	strange	to	do	so,	but	I	don¢ÃÂÂt	feel	comfortable	just	walking	inside	either.	I	quickly	unlock	my	car,	jumping	inside	to	get	away	from	the	cold	air.	I	would	never	have	made	all	of	these	mistakes.	¢ÃÂÂI	know,	Mother,	I	care	about	Noah	so	much.	Shut	up	now,	Tessa,¢ÃÂÂ	Hardin	warns	me.	I	call	her	again,	but	her	phone	goes	straight	to
voicemail	for	the	twentieth	time.	Why	was	he	in	here?	What	else	is	there	to	talk	about?¢ÃÂÂ	I¢ÃÂÂm	trying	to	stay	as	calm	as	I	can.	Sure	enough,	Trevor¢ÃÂÂs	phone	is	sitting	on	top	of	my	wallet.	He	doesn¢ÃÂÂt	follow,	and	I	don¢ÃÂÂt	let	myself	turn	around	to	see	the	pain	he¢ÃÂÂs	in.	how	I	made	you	feel,	so	I	told	them	that	you	gave	me	.	After
driving	around	for	an	hour	to	every	library,	every	bookstore,	I	decide	to	go	back	to	the	apartment.	¢ÃÂÂNot	since	what?¢ÃÂÂ	She	jumps	up	off	the	couch,	swinging	her	arms	around	wildly.	You	got	what	you	wanted,	so	why	not	just	stop?¢ÃÂÂ	¢ÃÂÂBecause	I	can¢ÃÂÂt.¢ÃÂÂ	He	reaches	for	my	hand,	but	I	jerk	away.	As	I	drive	through	town	with
nowhere	to	go,	I	realize	that	Hardin¢ÃÂÂs	words	had	a	bigger	impact	on	me	than	I	would	like	to	admit.	A	line	of	expectant	partygoers	fills	the	entire	sidewalk	and	reaches	around	the	corner	of	the	street.	And	why	was	that	guy	staying	at	the	motel?¢ÃÂÂ	¢ÃÂÂI	don¢ÃÂÂt	know	what¢ÃÂÂs	wrong	with	my	car.¢ÃÂÂ	I	groan.	But	then	I	stop	and	glance	at
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woht	siÂ	"Ã	Ã	¢	SYA	SYRET	SIVE	YLNO	S	TI	she	going	now?	The	pain	only	seems	to	get	worse	when	there	are	no	distractions,	when	I¢ÃÂÂm	left	alone	with	my	thoughts	and	memories.	Even	worse	than	showing	the	sheets	is	the	fact	that	after	telling	me	that	he	loved	me,	and	making	love,	he	could	apparently	turn	around	and	make	a	mockery	of	what
had	happened	between	us	in	front	of	everyone.	How	does	it	keep	getting	worse?	I	like	being	drunk	around	Hardin	because	I	say	things	without	thinking¢ÃÂÂthings	that	I	mean¢ÃÂÂand	everything	seems	funny.	She¢ÃÂÂll	probably	find	out	anyway.	¢ÃÂÂSo	this	is	it	.	While	I	was	falling	in	love	with	you,	you	were	using	me.¢ÃÂÂ	His	eyes	well	up	with
tears.	Molly	puts	a	hand	on	Jace¢ÃÂÂs	shoulder.	to	find	instead	the	familiar	tattooed	skin	of	Hardin	sprawled	across	me.	¢ÃÂÂI	love	you.	he¢ÃÂÂd	be	back	to	normal,	seeing	a	different	girl	every	night.	¢ÃÂÂWell,	this	thing	starts	it.¢ÃÂÂ	¢ÃÂÂNice.¢ÃÂÂ	I	smile	a	little	sarcastically.	¢ÃÂÂI	already	hate	you,¢ÃÂÂ	I	say,	and	he	flinches	from	my	words.	I



force	myself	to	drive	to	campus	and	take	my	last	final	before	winter	break.	¢ÃÂÂYou	live	here,	don¢ÃÂÂt	go	back	into	the	dorms.¢ÃÂÂ	He	runs	his	hands	through	his	hair.	Noah	catches	me	up	on	everything	I¢ÃÂÂve	missed	since	I	left,	which	isn¢ÃÂÂt	much.	If	I	had	gotten	any	sleep	last	night,	I¢ÃÂÂd	reach	across	and	choke	him.	I	maybe	could	have
forgiven	him	in	the	beginning	if	he¢ÃÂÂd	have	told	me	the	truth,	even	after	we	slept	together,	but	instead	he	hid	it	from	me,	offered	people	money	for	their	silence,	and	tried	to	trap	me	by	making	me	sign	the	lease	with	him.	I¢ÃÂÂve	already	had	three	shots,	and	I	know	if	I	take	another,	I	will	be	drunk.	I	ask	myself,	and	right	then	my	phone	starts	to
vibrate,	almost	falling	into	the	water,	which	makes	me	laugh.	Her	words	are	all	I	needed	to	find	my	own	release,	and	she	rakes	her	nails	down	my	back.	¢ÃÂÂMore	than	you	can	imagine,¢ÃÂÂ	I	reply	and	get	into	the	car.	Neither	of	which	I	want	to	do.	Mr.	Vance	shakes	his	head.	Don¢ÃÂÂt	like	idea	of	Trevor¢ÃÂÂs	hands	all	over	my	body?¢ÃÂÂ	I
don¢ÃÂÂt	know	if	it¢ÃÂÂs	Hardin¢ÃÂÂs	anger,	the	alcohol,	or	the	fact	that	I	miss	him,	but	without	letting	myself	overthink	my	actions,	I	climb	onto	his	lap	on	the	chair.	I	have	to	have	her¢ÃÂÂand	she	gave	me	an	edict	to	either	leave	or	fuck	her,	so	there	is	no	way	I¢ÃÂÂm	leaving	her	if	those	are	my	options.	¢ÃÂÂYou¢ÃÂÂre	annoying	when
you¢ÃÂÂre	.	And	the	.	She	answers	on	the	first	ring.	You	were	drunk	and	God	knows	what	could	have	happened.¢ÃÂÂ	¢ÃÂÂOh,	like	what?	I¢ÃÂÂll	go,¢ÃÂÂ	he	says	in	a	low	voice.	¢ÃÂÂIs	this	some	sort	of	game	to	you,	to	see	just	how	far	you	can	push	me?¢ÃÂÂ	He	takes	a	step	back	as	if	I	pushed	him.	I	take	a	second	to	admire	how	handsome	he	looks
before	I	make	my	presence	known.	I¢ÃÂÂm	not	thinking	clearly;	I¢ÃÂÂm	not	thinking	rationally.	¢ÃÂÂHardin	and	I	broke	up.¢ÃÂÂ	Her	expression	is	neutral.	¢ÃÂÂTessa,	baby.	Not	just	footsteps,	but	heavy	boots	slamming	against	the	wooden	steps	in	a	frenzy.	Chapter	fourteen	HARDIN	Aw,	come	on,	Hardin.	beautiful.	I	know	he	deserved	it,	but	I
can¢ÃÂÂt	help	but	think,	What	if	he	does	care	as	much	as	he	claims?	I	didn¢ÃÂÂt	mean	for	any	of	this	to	happen.¢ÃÂÂ	¢ÃÂÂNo,	you	stay	as	long	as	you	need.	Now	.	But	I	don¢ÃÂÂt	have	the	strength	or	the	energy	to	make	a	real	effort	on	my	appearance,	so	I¢ÃÂÂm	not	sure	I	look	much	better.	Then	in	a	flash	she	stands	up	and	hauls	me	off	of	the
couch,	pulling	me	out	toward	the	crowded	dance	floor.	mess	that¢ÃÂÂs	inside	of	me.	¢ÃÂÂExtravagant?¢ÃÂÂ	¢ÃÂÂA	little.¢ÃÂÂ	He	laughs.	Or	the	bed?	Do	you	want	to	talk	about	it?¢ÃÂÂ	¢ÃÂÂI	don¢ÃÂÂt	know	.	Fuck.	It¢ÃÂÂll	get	easier	as	time	goes	by.¢ÃÂÂ	God,	I	hope	she¢ÃÂÂs	right.	¢ÃÂÂWell	then,	why	are	you	still	dressed?¢ÃÂÂ	¢ÃÂÂThat
doesn¢ÃÂÂt	even	make	sense!¢ÃÂÂ	I	roll	my	eyes.	intriguing	that	I	found	myself	thinking	of	you	constantly.	¢ÃÂÂGood	afternoon,	Tessa,¢ÃÂÂ	he	says	with	a	smile.	You	didn¢ÃÂÂt	have	a	problem	fucking	me	all	those	other	times.¢ÃÂÂ	¢ÃÂÂNot	since	.	We	all	just	thought	was	obsessed	with	winning¢ÃÂÂlike	to	prove	a	point	or	something¢ÃÂÂbut	now
I	get	it.¢ÃÂÂ	Zed	stops	talking	for	a	second,	and	his	eyes	scan	my	face.	In	the	elevator,	I	text	Landon	to	tell	him	that	I¢ÃÂÂm	having	a	great	time	in	Seattle.	I	look	up	the	nearest	mechanic	and	call	them.	¢ÃÂÂNo,	of	course	not,¢ÃÂÂ	she	lies.	Landon	is	quiet,	and	keeps	looking	over	at	me	as	he	drives,	trying	to	give	me	encouraging	smiles	and	little
slogans	to	remember.	¢ÃÂÂI	don¢ÃÂÂt	know	who	I	am	without	you	anymore.¢ÃÂÂ	I	look	away.	Also,	we¢ÃÂÂll	be	scouting	locations,	so	he	needs	me	to	make	sure	we	get	a	good	deal,	and	Kimberly	to	make	sure	whatever	building	we	like	functions	with	our	work	flow.¢ÃÂÂ	¢ÃÂÂAre	you	into	real	estate,	too?¢ÃÂÂ	The	room	is	finally	warm,	so	I	take	my
shoes	off	and	tuck	my	feet	underneath	me.	Landon	looks	at	me	with	a	very	adult	seriousness	on	his	face.	At	Christian¢ÃÂÂs	instruction,	the	car	takes	us	to	a	really	nice	seafood	restaurant,	where	I	have	the	most	delicious	salmon	and	crab	cakes,	and	where	Christian	tells	us	all	sorts	of	hilarious	stories	about	his	days	in	publishing	in	New	York.	¢ÃÂÂI
was	going	to	wait	until	the	morning,	but	yours	just	wouldn¢ÃÂÂt	stop	ringing	and	ringing.¢ÃÂÂ	¢ÃÂÂOh¢ÃÂÂ	is	all	I	say,	I	walk	over	and	open	my	purse.	¢ÃÂÂI	took	your	virginity	because	I	love	you!¢ÃÂÂ	he	says,	which	only	makes	me	shake	my	head	vigorously,	so	he	continues.	¢ÃÂÂIt¢ÃÂÂs	just	a	habit,¢ÃÂÂ	I	admit	truthfully.	¢ÃÂÂSure	.	Chapter
seven	TESSA	Tess,	baby,	wake	up,¢ÃÂÂ	Hardin	whispers	as	he	touches	his	lips	to	the	soft	skin	just	under	my	ear.	¢ÃÂÂOh	.	We	have	to	get	up	early,¢ÃÂÂ	Christian	says	to	Kim.	¢ÃÂÂI	can¢ÃÂÂt	believe	him!	What	the	hell	is	wrong	with	him!	Here	I	thought	he	was	becoming	almost	.	Or	six.	I¢ÃÂÂm	sorry.	¢ÃÂÂWhat?	¢ÃÂÂYou	look	so	beautiful	when
you¢ÃÂÂre	waking	up.¢ÃÂÂ	I	smile,	pulling	him	by	his	hair	to	meet	my	eyes.	When	his	eyes	find	me,	they	go	wide,	and	he	makes	a	noise	between	a	cough	and	a	squeak.	I	take	a	seat	and	grab	a	Deen	I.enog	from	Dah	I	thgoht	i	Ecnaahc	Llams	@	Â	€	â	€	__	€	Rh	Htwi	NE	€	Nidrah	HTRRA	NE	EVOM	ET	RDRIW	NE	ATT	Tubi	Eb	Eb	™	¢	Setinim	__	¢	Taht,
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fingers	dig	into	her	full	hips.	Chapter	four	TESSA	I	look	like	hell.	.¢ÃÂÂ	He	shakes	his	head,	his	voice	becoming	frantic.	Kimberly	wrote	me:	Christian	said	to	tell	you	to	stay	home	tomorrow,	everyone	will	be	leaving	at	noon	anyway	since	the	first	floor	needs	to	be	repainted,	so	stay	home.	¢ÃÂÂYes,	please.¢ÃÂÂ	I	follow	her	into	the	kitchen	and	sit	at
the	small	table,	unsure	how	to	begin	the	conversation.	I	nod	eagerly	and	find	myself	tapping	my	fingertips	on	my	knees	to	the	beat	of	the	music.	And	then	it	comes	to	me:	a	motel	room.	At	least	I	only	have	one	more	night	until	the	Seattle	trip.	His	eyes	light	with	hope	and	he	reaches	out	for	me,	but	when	I	continue	past	him,	I	catch	the	hope
extinguishing	in	him.	he	.	I	open	my	mouth,	but	he	cuts	me	off	before	I	can	apologize.	After	about	half	a	song,	I	sense	a	tall	figure	behind	me,	near	me.	¢ÃÂÂI¢ÃÂÂm	not	trying	to	be	nosy,	I	was	just	asking	because	your	boyfriend	doesn¢ÃÂÂt	seem	to	like	me	much.¢ÃÂÂ	He	half	laughs	and	wipes	his	black	hair	from	his	forehead.	¢ÃÂÂSon,	I	really	think
you	should	give	her	some	space.¢ÃÂÂ	Who	the	fuck	does	he	think	he	is?	I	place	it	under	a	faucet	to	wet	it,	but	the	water	doesn¢ÃÂÂt	come	until	I	wiggle	the	towel	around	the	sensor;	I	hate	these	automatic	sinks.	But	I¢ÃÂÂm	getting	distracted.	Not	used	to	this	sort	of	thing,	Landon	stands	there,	stunned	for	a	moment.	most	wounds,¢ÃÂÂ	he	answers
and	gives	me	his	most	comforting	half	smile,	half	frown.	Hardin	is	clearly	surprised,	but	quickly	takes	the	seat	across	from	me.	No,	I	called	because	.	Only	I	can¢ÃÂÂt	feel	them.	I	stand	upright	and	look	around.	Last	night,	after	we	ate	pizza,	we	watched	a	little	television	and	shared	stories	of	college.	I	never	thought	I	would	be	in	a	situation	with
Hardin	where	I¢ÃÂÂd	have	all	the	control;	it¢ÃÂÂs	amusing,	really,	the	way	we¢ÃÂÂve	switched	roles.	It	did	help,	though,	not	the	pain	but	the	in	general.	I	suddenly	realize	that	I¢ÃÂÂve	never	actually	stayed	at	a	motel	before,	but	it¢ÃÂÂs	not	like	I	have	anywhere	else	to	go.	¢ÃÂÂHe¢ÃÂÂs	here,¢ÃÂÂ	we	both	say,	and	for	a	split	second	I	actually
consider	hiding	in	the	closet.	His	eyes	shine	with	tears	and	I	have	to	remind	myself	that	he	did	this.	Hardin	on	his	knees	in	the	snow.	Hardin	must	have	really	hated	me	to	go	to	this	extreme	to	ruin	my	life	and	then	to	move	me	into	an	apartment	far	from	anyone	I	know.	We¢ÃÂÂre	going	to	Zed¢ÃÂÂs.¢ÃÂÂ	I	groan.	When	will	it	stop?	¢ÃÂÂWould	you
like	some	coffee,	Theresa?¢ÃÂÂ	she	asks	before	hugging	me.	I	figured	if	you	wanted	to	talk	to	him,	you	would	have	on	your	cell.¢ÃÂÂ	¢ÃÂÂThank	you,¢ÃÂÂ	I	say,	silently	grateful	she¢ÃÂÂs	as	observant	as	she	is.	¢ÃÂÂYou	like	when	I	say	filthy	things	to	you,	don¢ÃÂÂt	you?¢ÃÂÂ	I	breathe	and	she	moans.	Actually,	she¢ÃÂÂs	probably	writing	them
down.	¢ÃÂÂMy	conquest?	¢ÃÂÂSo?	What	do	you	think?¢ÃÂÂ	¢ÃÂÂGo	out	where?¢ÃÂÂ	I	laugh.	¢ÃÂÂYou	know	I¢ÃÂÂm	the	only	one	who	can	make	you	feel	like	this	.	I	stand	up,	looking	at	her,	then	around	the	room.	¢ÃÂÂI¢ÃÂÂ¢ÃÂÂ	I	start	to	say.	I	need	to	go.¢ÃÂÂ	He	lets	go	of	my	wrists.	I	grab	a	towel	off	of	the	small	rack	and	wrap	it	around	me.	go
upstairs!¢ÃÂÂ	she	shouts,	but	I¢ÃÂÂm	not	leaving	my	mummy	with	these	bad	men.	no	one	knows	exactly	where	to	touch	you,¢ÃÂÂ	I	say	and	reach	down	and	rub	her	where	our	bodies	join.	Monday	is	my	birthday,	which	I¢ÃÂÂm	not	looking	forward	to	it	at	all.	He	somehow	became	the	string	that	held	everything	in	my	life	together,	and	in	his	absence
I¢ÃÂÂm	left	with	the	rubble	that	once	was	my	life.	.¢ÃÂÂ	He	rambles	on,	but	I	wander	off	while	he	does.	I	remember	the	first	time	I	touched	her,	she	had	asked,	¢ÃÂÂWhat	is	that?¢ÃÂÂ	Her	innocence	was	and	still	is	such	a	turn-on	for	me.	¢ÃÂÂMy	place,	let¢ÃÂÂs	go,¢ÃÂÂ	he	slurs.	I	can	see	my	breath	coming	out	in	front	of	my	face	in	hot	spurts
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a	ylbaborp	sÂÂÃ¢ereht	,os	fi	esuaceB	.tohs	rehtona	em	evig	llÂÂÃ¢ehs	rehtegot	evah	ew	tahw	fo	DDNIER	SH	â	€	€	¢	Ehs	fi	taht	eht	eht.	tube	tub	llithos	eh	â	€	â	€	Ã¢ekil	stca	ehs	nomed	lautca	eht	ton	dnaÂÂÃ¢elamef	a	si	ylloM	taht	flesym	dnimer	ot	evah	I	ÂÂÃ¢?hctib	pu-kcuts	taht	tem	uoy	ecniSÂÂÃ¢	.skrab	eh	Â	Â	€	€?	Yas	tsuj	uoy	did	tnahh'	â	€	â	€	â
€	â	€	â	€	â	€	â	€	¢	Narra	Nerak	Dan	Need	Gnimoh,	Mour	EHT	Nacs	Seye	Ym	h	â	€	â	€	â	€	â	€	â	€	Â	€	€	¢	¢.	He	kills	something	inside	me,	he	also	reminds	me	that	he	deserves	it.	I	support,	bringing	her	body	of	her	with	me,	leaning	her	on	my	lap	so	that	she	can	become	again.	"Do	you	have	a	condom?"	She	asks	evil	as	long	as	I	lean	over	her.	She	knew
that	she	was	not	just	a	bet	after	that	day	in	the	stream,	but	she	could	not	bring	me	to	admit	it.	I	find	that	this	is	really	much	more	difficult	to	do	what	I	thought	it	would	be,	especially	because	I	do	not	feel	like	screaming.	My	head	spins.	The	panic,	the	full	and	total	nastiness	of	the	loss	of	the	loss,	was	not	planned.	"What	Corolla	Blanca?	Ã	¢	â,	¬"
Question,	confused.	I'm	not	ready	for	this.	The	strange	thing,	and	I	hope	we	can	still	stay	close,	even	if	we	are	no	longer	together.	"What	made	you	come	to	Washington?"	"Well,	my	mother	died	my	last	secondary	school	and	I	just	left,	I	feel	empowered,	strong,	and	I	want	to	start	the	shirt	of	him.	I	have	yours	and	I	think	you	took	me	by	accident.	He
holds	my	phone	on	his	palm.	She	is	soaked,	my	fingers	easily	slide	over	moisture.	Part	of	me	feels	like	it	was	too	hard	in	him,	but	he	betrayed	me	in	the	worst	way	and	He	deserves	it.	Ã	¢	â,	¬	"Yes,	please,	Ã	â	€"	"I	say	to	Trevor."	Is	that	obvious,	huh?	"Clean	under	my	eyes."	Because	I	trust	in	Ã	©	L	and	he	betrayed	me,	in	a	terrible	way.	"I	know	I'm
leaving	the	details	aside,	but	I	still	feel	the	stranger	need	to	protect	Hardin	from	my	mother's	judgment."	What	is	the	problem?	"Asks	Jace.	I	laugh	for	being	so	stupid,	even	considering	him,	when	he	clearly	will	not	do	the	same	for	me.	She	could	make	me	the	most	happy	man	on	earth,	or	she	could	crush	me	with	a	word.	"Keep	in	mind,	e	Noths,	he	will
be	...	"She	begins	to	say,	but	I	cut	her	by	placing	her	hand	over	her	mouth.	Fortunately,	she	grabbed	her	shirt	and	managed	to	stop	him,	somehow.	Page	3	I	shrink	by	onam	onam	al	a	agell	onam	im	omoC	."ralbah	ed	ajed	oloS"	?ecah	ol	alle	is	asap	©Ãuq¿Â	,oreP	ym	barg	i	7	egap	.kcurt	der	A	TSNIAGA	MIH	SMALS	EH	SA	TIUS	SIH	FO	RALLOC	EHT
GNIPPIRG,	ROVERT	No	SDNAH	SIH	SAH	NIDRH,	MIH	Pots	NAC	I	EROFEB?	Siht	TEG	TON	EHS	SEOD	WOH	â	€	¢	.esruoc	FO,	HaonâŒâ	€	¢	â	€	¢?	OhwâŒâ	€	¢	â	€	¢	.uoy	Evigrof	Llâ	™	â	€	¢	eh	Erus	MÂ	â	€	¢	â	€	SIH	FO	TUO	SYEK	FO	TES	A	SLLUP	DNA	SKSA	EH	"	Ã	¢?	HuhâŒâ	€	¢	.esacriats	EHT	PU	GNIHSUR	SpetStoof:	TI	Eciton,	OOT,	I	NEHT
DNA	.RetTEB	HCUM	SAW	EFIL	YM	NEHW	FO	GNIMAERD,	Peels	OT	FLESYM	ECROF	I	TUB,	DRAH	Sâ	™	â	€	¢	TI.	Âœâ	€	¢?	Erehw	gÂŒâ	€	¢	NI	Spots	Dna	Tol	Eht	Otni	Sllup	Rac	Kcalb	A	.GNIHTON	EVAH	I	WON	DNA	.LAMRON	NAHT	REGNOL	GNIREGNIL,	SPIL	EHT	No	SSIK	A	NAITSIRHC	SEVIG	DNA	SNRUT	NEHT,	SELIMS	YLREBMIK	.TIMDA
I	â	€	¢,	yas	ot	tahw	wonk	tâ	™	â	€	¢	NOD	I.SHGUAL	EH	â	€	¢	.Drazzilb	Taht	Otni	Kcab	Og	Ot	Evah	TÂ	â	€	¢	NOD	I	OS,	AZZIP	A	REDRO	OT	TON	RO	REHTEHW	GNITABED	SAW	I.NEVAEH	Sâ	™	€	Ã	¢	ti	.slley	EHS	â	€	¢!	Won	.REh	LLET	I	â	€	¢,	Neethgie	Ylno	MÂ	â	€	¢	â	€	¢	â	€	¢	.ytiruces	DNA	Ytilibats	Tuoba	sÂ	™	â	€	¢	Ti;	Asereht,	Evol	Tuoba	Syawla
Ton	Sâ	™	â	€	¢	TiâŒâ	€	¢	.Yadot	Ton,	Em	Edisgnola	Deniur	Gnieb	Snoissessop	Etirovaf	Ym	Ekat	NAC	I	KNIHT	TÂ	€	â	€	¢	NOD	IÂ	"	Â	€	¢	ERA	YEHT	SKOOB	HCIHW	EES	OT	DIARFA	MÂ	™	â	€	¢	I	TUB,	DNAH	EERF	YM	HTIW	PU	MEHT	KCIP	OT	ELBMARCS	I.TAG	.TON	RO	EM	LAEH	LLIW	EMIT	FI	WONK	TÂL	â	€	¢	NOD	I	Ot	Detnaw	I	Fi	Neve	Ton
.toidi	Gnikcuf	a	Hcus	Mâ	™	â	€	¢	I,	Timmaddog	.YLRAELC	KNIHT	OT	ELBA	EB	OT	DEEN	I,	DNAH	REHTO	EHT	No	TUB	.NERDLIHC	EVAH	DNA	Deirram	TEG	LLÂ	€	â	€	¢	EW	DNA,	Evah	Dluohs	Uoy	Yaw	EHT	EM	Taert	LLÂÂ	€	¢	i	.siht	Gniknihtrevo	Pots?	Yrgna	.em	Ta	Serutseg	Dna	Elims	Lluf	EM	SEVIG	EH?	EM	LLET	EHS	Tâ	™	â	€	¢	NDLUOW
YHW?	KROW	TI	TÂL	â	€	¢	No	kcab	noitnetta	ym	sucof	i	dna,	llats	tsegral	eht	otni	elbmuts	yeht	.dluohs	ti	naht	erom	em	sesaelp	HCIHW,	EM	TSISER	TÂ	€	eht	ot	gniog	fo	AEDI	eht	.elbirret	leef	ieshsdoolb	era	es	yot	.TaMMK	YlrawL	MAHT	KLRIW	MA	€	Ã	¢	Elbirroh	Ytterp	llits,	PuyÂ	"â	€	¢	Ã	¢,	Si	Yhw	Kool,	Llew	Llew	Nidriah	Etah	ot,	Sleevon	Etah	¢
Nseh	Woh	Wonk	TÂ	€	,	HNUAL	asset	Ekam	DNA	away	ni	eil	kot	gi	elbayjne	woh	wonk	lla	kihod	ot	dalg	yllaer	Mâ	€	™	€	¢	I	Sub,	Dneirf	Wen	A,	Deirf	A	ylno	Si	Ylnah	i	dl	€	uhewe	tnaw	Ã	¢	.gniyrp	Elbatrofmocnu	Ylsuoivbo,	DNUg	eht	ta	skool	DNA	â	€	Ã	Ã	¢?	enola	uoy	era	Os	.mhtyhr	taeteews	Ehtiud,	Selvric	rehodorrece	Speoba	MHAWUs.	tub	,naom	I
ÂÂÃ¢,esaelp	.timda	I	ÂÂÃ¢,ton	mÂÂÃ¢IÂÂÃ¢	?nehw	ecniSÂÂÃ¢	.ecaps	dellif-ekoms	evissam	eht	SSorca	Gnicnad	Sthgil	DNA	Gnidnuop	Cisum	HTiw,	nilaw	i	NEHW	Dezad	elta	DNAH	mUN.	â	€	Ã	¢	.no	\	¢	.NA	Ã	¢	.Tluciffid	eB	tÂ	€	¢	Nod	EsaelpÂ	â	€	¢	ot	tuo	lean	tÂ	€,	llewÂâ	€,	llewÂâ	€,	llewÂâ	€,	llewÂÂ	€	Ã	€	Ã	Â	Â	Â	Â	Â	Â	Â	Â	Â	¢	¢?	YhwÂœAÂ	iciki
llams	a	Niwik	DNA,	Rekatb	YM	SEKAT	Sphra	Sih	di	Giam	ta	Em	Revo	Sehsaw	Tnileef	Cuitlatson	Eht	.em	eÂ	â	€	¢	¢	eh;	sthgieh	gnirhtuj	fo	ypoc	sÂ	â	€	¢	Nidrah,	Ylevitc	nitsni,	DNA,	lightning	YTPME	NA	OHTI	MEHT	GNILILIP	azebac	im	ed	ratlas	rop	esodn¡Ãzrofse	sojo	sim	ritnes	odeup	etnemlaretiL	.abagleuc	y	odanaG	".saicarG"	"...	saÃbas	euq
©Ãsnep	,otneis	oL"	.dadilibatse	al	rop	olos	solrama	nis	neiugla	noc	©Ãratse	euq	rasnep	oreiuq	oN	.oNÅ	¬â	¢Ã	.ttocS	,odnallof	etnemadidoj	yotsE"	¬â	¢Ã	.ozager	im	ne	eneited	es	y	alle	ecid	,"alle	ed	sedivlo	et	euq	recah	odeup	euq	sebas	,nidraH	,somaV"	.	le	ed	seupsed	.setna	euq	rodazanema	s¡Ãm	ohcum	y	o±Ãartxe	recerap	necah	ol	euq	ol	,ortsor	us
ne	sacip³Ãcsobortse	serolocitlum	secul	saL	.©Ãfac	ed	azat	anu	etreiv	et	y	ogid	ol"	¬â	¢Ã	ed	eicepse	anU	.lausac	apor	ne	etnerefid	nat	ev	es	roverT	.³Ãicerapased	ogeul	oreP	.otnup	ese	rop	otib¡Ãh	otleuv	aÃbah	es	euq	ognopus	euqrop	,euf	es	erdap	im	euq	ed	s©Ãupsed	³Ãunitnoc	,n³Ãicaroced	ed	aigetartse	anU	.senocat	y	oditsev	nu	,ejalliuqam	anelp	ne
n³Ãrram	oreuc	ed	¡Ãfos	la	otnuj	eip	ed	erdam	im	a	ortneucne	y	,ortned	ranimac	etnemelpmis	odiceD	.l©Ã	artnoc	otselom	em	y	ozager	us	a	aÃbus	euq	odreucer	,odreuceR	.oslaf	euf	odot	euq	amits¡ÃL	.sodot	a	rev	odeup	y	sarelacse	sal	ed	odnof	la	ogell	sartneim	¡Ãmam	im	ecid	,"Ãuqa	¡Ãtse	oN"	.odidecus	ah	otse	ed	adan	euq	rignif	sotunim	sonu
netimrep	em	y	asem	al	ne	otneis	eM	.etnemaregil	ayopa	es	nidraH	,oseb	le	epmor	es	odnuges	lE	.panS	,"!zev	arto	haoN	ed	rilas	a	yov	euq	riced	ereiuq	on	nidraH	noc	noranoicnuf	on	sasoc	sal	euqrop	oloS¡Â"	.asem	anu	y	s¡Ãfos	sod	ed	ortneD	.serotcel	sol	arap	lic¡Ãf	y	etneinevnoc	nat	se	y	odneicerc	¡Ãraunitnoc	olos	euqrop	etnemlaicepse	,latigid
n³Ãicacilbup	al	erbos	sotneimasnep	sus	erbos	nalbah	sodot	,aicneidua	narg	anu	euF	.alle	a	odibed	euf	odot	,alle	a	odibeD	.cilc	agaH	.ratropos	odeup	euq	ol	ed	s¡Ãm	oma	euq	ejavlas	aroha	,eclud	etnemlareneg	rejum	atse	rop	odi	etnematelpmoc	,odidrep	yotsE	.ednarg	s¡Ãm	zev	adac	ecerc	euq	orejuga	nu	omoc	n©Ãibmat	onis	,Ãm	ed	ortned	riviv	a	eneiv
euq	omsinagro	nu	euq	laugi	lA	.zov	us	atnavel	nidraH	"!letlaM¡Â"	."aÃraznemoc	on	otua	im	euq	edsed	letom	le	³Ãivloved	eM"	.etnemaregil	rolod	im	amlaC	I	take	your	body.	All	the	pain	and	ne	odeuq	eM	.n³Ãicatibah	adac	ne	onu	eneit	y	arec	ed	serodameuq	sol	erbos	odanoisesbo	ah	erpmeis	erdam	iM	.©Ãparta	ol	,zep	nu	omoc	isac	,l©Ã	ed	esrarebil
arap	ahcul	us	oriM	."	n³Ãisivelet	atidlam	anu	oreiuq	oN	.s¡Ãm	acreca	es	nidraH	¬â	¢Ã.	.zilef	ecah	et	etnemlaer	euq	ol	ebas	on	etnemelpmis	allE"	.sodot	a	rapluc	oreiuq	,soinomeD	.airatinumoc	ahcud	anu	oreiuq	on	,otrauc	ed	ore±Ãapmoc	oveun	nu	renetbo	y	soirotimrod	sol	a	revlov	oreiuq	oN	.odarepse	aÃbah	omoc	odil¡Ãc	nat	on	orep	,abasnep	euq	ol
ed	rojeM	.adavlam	asirnos	anu	noc	ecid"	¬â	¢Ã	y	ocnic	sal	noS	.opmeit	ohcum	ecah	etnemlaer	areuf	is	omoc	,esU"	:ecid	alle	euq	ne	amrof	al	oidO	.liv³Ãmotua	led	rilas	ed	setna	otneisa	y	,ecerfo	el	,"emam¡Ãll	,ogla	satisecen	iS"	".©ÃS"	¬â	¢Ã	2	egaP	.otneis	oL"	¬â	¢Ã	.aÃm	ogeul	y	arac	us	ne	etarr¡Ãga	,oibal	le	³Ãidrom	el	euq	ovresbo	al	y	,ecid	allE"	¬â
¢Ã.	.soid	a	saicarG	.atseupa	al	ed	deZ	ed	n³ÃicacilpxE	.©Ãs	ol	oN	?sogima	sim	nos	?oirotircse	etse	erbos	emralbod	sereiuq	on	,nidraH	,sedneV"	¬â	¢Ã	.etsirt	ocop	nu	ozih	em	n©Ãibmat	,omoc	odatse	rebah	aÃrebed	y	,airatisrevinu	aicneirepxe	im	renet	aÃrdop	euq	ol	erbos	rahcucse	ed	©Ãturfsid	etnemlaer	euqnua	y	,odaudarg	ah	es	ay	euq	ay	,oy	euq
sairotsih	s¡Ãm	sahcum	aÃneT	.riuges	ed	ritrap	a	¡Ãrdnetnam	ol	euq	ocinºÃ	ol	id	y	satelam	sim	ojoceR	.sa±Ãeuqep	safag	sal	ranell	ed	setna	eÃrnos	alle	y	,ogid	el	,"	onU	.rimeg	olodn©Ãicah	,ozager	us	ne	saredac	sim	oveum	,oibmac	ne	,y	rarap	a	ogein	em	oreP	.rovaf	roP	.asirnos	a±Ãeuqep	anu	yoD	.otseupus	rop	,sanicifo	ed	n³Ãitseg	ed	sedadilibah	sus
ed	euqroP"	¬â	¢Ã	.soÃm	sol	a	soibal	sus	odnacohc	,l©Ã	a	sarit	em	y	olleuc	im	ed	roiretsop	etrap	al	ed	rodederla	onam	us	odneivlovne	aidraug	ed	areuf	aparta	em	,"etnemelpmis	sedeup	euq	sasneiP"	.onam	im	ed	ojabed	asirnos	anu	ed	narit	es	soibal	sus	euq	otneis	y	s¡ÂÃ±Ãurg	em	"¬â	¢Ã	,ose	ranimret	a	saverta	et	oN"	.Ãm	ed	ortned	rolod	le	ramlac	a
ayav	euq	asoc	reiuqlauc	ne	rasnep	odeup	oN	.ayus	al	ne	sonam	sal	ojaler	em	y	esrevlosid	a	raznemoc	Ãm	ed	ortneD	;alle	;alle	noc	rajacne	oreiuq	olos	orep	,odom³Ãcni	otneis	eM	.sodacep	sim	ed	agaujne	es	adadlacse	auga	le	euq	ay	I	have	nothing	more.	"Yes,	he	came	with	a	trailer	truck	this	morning	ago	about	two	hours	ago,"	she	says.	The	breasts	of
her	move	rhythmically	with	my	strength,	and	her	eyes	turn	to	her	head.	But	even	if	she	somewhere	she	deeply	does	it,	I	just	do	not	think	it's	enough	to	make	sure	she	does	not	hurt	me	again.	She	lies	behind	him.	The	house	is	calendar	and	the	family	smell	of	cinnamon	fills	my	nostrils.	I	would	have	expected	a	conceited	smile	and	at	least	five	",	I
welcome	you,"	the	second	opened	her	eyes.	"I	have	not	even	tried	to	forgive	me,"	he	says,	the	voice	of	him	much	smaller.	Ã	¢	¬	"You	must	serble	¬"	he	murmured	him.	gone.	Ã	¢	â,	¬	"Yes,	but	Kim	is	also!	He	pushes	up	against	my	back,	and	I	close	his	eyes,	trying	to	imagine	that	I	am	another	person.	I	like	to	be	close	to	work,	so	I	know	That	I	will	not
arrive	late.	""	That's	a	good	idea.	I	take	off	my	shoes	at	the	door,	knowing	that	she	did	not	want	to	snow	on	her	polished	wood	floors.	Ã	¢	â,	¬	"I	can	not,	Tess.	Hardin	is	an	idiot,	is	the	reason	why	we	are	not	together,	and	he	has	the	courage	to	try	to	scream	when	I	call	him?	At	least	I	think	she	is	joking.	Ã	¢	â,	¬	"Please.	I	need	me	to	give	me	the
opportunity	to	do	this.	But	it	may	not	make	much	difference,	since	after	tonight,	they	will	surely	not	want	to	see	me	again.	I	take	my	hand	From	his	mouth	and	tear	the	condom.	Ã	¢	â,	¬	"Hardin?"	But	it	fades	off	my	side,	it	opens	my	eyes	and	throws	back	to	reality.	I	know	I	did	not	make	her	happy,	but	I	could.	She	is	So	lost	in	his	passion	for	me	and	I
joined	her.	Ã	¢	â,	¬	"Tessa,	what	are	you	doing	here?	Ã	¢	â,	¬	"Question.	I	find	my	way	to	the	center	of	the	dance	floor	and	I	start	to	move.	She	wants	me	to	be,	even	if	she	does	not	give	a	little	shoulders.	Go	ahead	and	tell	me	how	stupid	I	am	,	Tell	me	that	you	told	me,	Ã	¢	Ã	¢	â,	¬	"I	say	it.	"I	love	you,"	I	say	and	I	try	to	look	at	her,	but	she	gives	her
head	her	head	and	touches	a	finger	at	my	lips.	eneit	eneit	euq	neiugla	one	one	to	lean	on	instead	of	someone	who	always	had	a	plan.	I	lie	back	with	my	arms	still	wrapped	around	her	body,	and	she	sighs	when	I	run	my	fingers	over	her	forehead,	pushing	her	sweat-soaked	hair	from	her	face.	I	should	call	him.	She	flinches	slightly,	but	I	know	she¢ÃÂÂs
too	exhausted	to	fight	me.	¢ÃÂÂYou	heard	me	.	I	would	have	been	better	off	sleeping	in	my	car	all	day.	Alone.	Chapter	one	TESSA	It	took	longer	than	a	month,¢ÃÂÂ	I	sob	as	Zed	finishes	explaining	how	the	bet	came	to	be	made.	The	shape	of	her	body,	the	perfect	fullness	of	her	curvy	hips,	is	mesmerizing	and	so	fucking	sexy	as	she	rides	me.
Permanent.	Of	course	she	is.	¢ÃÂÂIt¢ÃÂÂll	be	fun,	don¢ÃÂÂt	worry,¢ÃÂÂ	she	assures	me.	I	need	to	clean	up	the	huge	mess	I	made,	and	buy	some	new	dishes	to	replace	the	ones	that	I	smashed	against	the	walls,	just	in	case	she	comes	home.	¢ÃÂÂDid	you	fuck	him?¢ÃÂÂ	¢ÃÂÂWhat?	¢ÃÂÂI	can¢ÃÂÂt	do	this	anymore.	Maybe	because	it	would	kill	me.
Not	to	the	conference	but	to	Seattle,¢ÃÂÂ	he	explains	with	a	knowing	smile.	At	least	now	I	can	try	to	move	on	from	this	disastrous	time	in	my	life.	¢ÃÂÂYes.	Freaking	hell.	I	love	her;	fuck,	do	I	love	her.	Page	17	¢ÃÂÂIt	won¢ÃÂÂt	be	boring	to	me.¢ÃÂÂ	I	smile	and	he	laughs.	You	should	change,	because	I	really	think	you	should	save	that	dress	for
tonight	when	we	go	out.¢ÃÂÂ	She	winks	and	strolls	off	down	the	hall.	After	thanking	him,	I	hang	up	and	pull	back	the	curtain	on	the	window.	¢ÃÂÂMy	plumbing	went	haywire,	so	here	I	am.¢ÃÂÂ	Bending	down,	he	gathers	some	of	my	stuff	and	hands	me	a	soaked	copy	of	Wuthering	Heights	with	a	raise	of	his	brow.	I	ruined	her	and	everything	we	had.
Only	now	I	see	the	parallel	between	him	and	the	tree.	I	grab	the	clothes	that	fell	onto	the	snow	and	put	them	over	the	shower	curtain	rod.	.¢ÃÂÂ	he	begins,	and	then	stops	when	he	notices	my	bags	on	the	ground.	Her	curly	brown	hair	is	silky	and	cascades	in	loose	waves	down	her	back.	¢ÃÂÂAnswer	me,¢ÃÂÂ	I	say,	and	she	nods	her	head	yes.	Time	.	.
Christian¢ÃÂÂs	my	boss,	so	that¢ÃÂÂs	a	little	different.	Clearly	he	can	hear	the	music	in	the	background,	so	when	he	threatens,	¢ÃÂÂI	can	easily	find	out	where	you	are,¢ÃÂÂ	I	sort	of	believe	him.	We¢ÃÂÂll	go	out	tonight,	and	maybe	Saturday	night,	too.	She	made	it	clear	yesterday	that	she	can¢ÃÂÂt	forgive	me.	She	only	knows	that	Hardin	and	I
broke	up.	Chapter	eighteen	TESSA	The	song	of	my	phone	alarm	breaks	into	my	sleep	like	a	dancing	penguin.	He	can	fucking	have	you!	I	don¢ÃÂÂt	even	know	why	I	came	here.	I	need	to	find	somewhere	to	live	and	find	a	way	to	get	all	of	my	stuff	from	Hardin¢ÃÂÂs	apartment.	Hardin	and	I	.	The	hostess	nods,	and	Christian	orders	a	drink	that	I¢ÃÂÂve
never	heard	of	and	Trevor	orders	a	glass	of	red	wine.	¢ÃÂÂOkay.¢ÃÂÂ	What	am	I	doing?	That¢ÃÂÂs	your	problem¢ÃÂÂyou	go	around	doing	whatever	the	hell	you	want	to	people,	not	caring	about	the	outcome,	and	you	expect	everyone	to	just	be	okay	with	it!¢ÃÂÂ	I	shout	and	stand	up	from	the	table.	I	trusted	you.	¢ÃÂÂI	thought	you	would	sleep	with
me	and	that	would	be	the	end	of	it.	I	stay	quiet	as	he	continues:	¢ÃÂÂI	swear,	I	started	telling	Nate	and	Logan	about	the	stream,	but	I	found	myself	getting	irritated,	jealous	even,	over	the	idea	of	them	knowing	what	I	did	with	you	.	Trevor	looks	pale,	and	once	again	I¢ÃÂÂve	brought	someone	else	into	this	mess	that	doesn¢ÃÂÂt	deserve	to	be.	You,
¢ÃÂÂ	Zed	corrects	her.	I	just	made	out	with	a	stranger	in	a	club¢ÃÂÂthis	is	not	me.	I¢ÃÂÂm	never	drinking	again.	Of	me.	Grabbing	some	of	my	bags,	I	lock	my	car,	which	looks	like	junk	compared	to	the	BMW	next	to	me.	But	yeah,	it¢ÃÂÂs	only	about	a	mile	away.	At	the	same	time,	it	isn¢ÃÂÂt	fair	for	me	to	keep	bothering	her.	¢ÃÂÂWant	another?
¢ÃÂÂ	Her	eyes	are	a	little	red,	but	she¢ÃÂÂs	still	composed,	whereas	I	feel	funny	and	light.	Seeing	him	walk	into	the	small	kitchen	makes	me	feel	even	lower	than	I	have	so	far,	which	I	didn¢ÃÂÂt	think	was	possible.	It¢ÃÂÂs	been	over	three	hours	since	I	drunk-dialed	but	how	would	he	find	me?	¢ÃÂÂOh	no.¢ÃÂÂ	He	chuckles.	The	cuts	are	deeper	than
usual	this	time.	¢ÃÂÂNo,	I	didn¢ÃÂÂt,¢ÃÂÂ	he	replies.	¢ÃÂÂNoah	.	¢ÃÂÂI	love	you,¢ÃÂÂ	I	tell	her	again,	but	when	she	doesn¢ÃÂÂt	say	anything	else,	I	soothe	myself	by	deciding	she¢ÃÂÂs	already	fallen	asleep.	¢ÃÂÂWhat?¢ÃÂÂ	Hardin	says,	then	seems	to	remember	the	brunette.	If	only	he	really	knew	what	was	going	on.	They	fall	mercilessly	down
my	face,	and	my	mascara	runs,	burning	my	eyes.	You	need	it!¢ÃÂÂ	Kimberly	says	loudly.	With	a	click,	the	BMW	engine	starts.	¢ÃÂÂGreat!	I¢ÃÂÂll	have	Kimberly	give	you	all	the	details,	and	explain	how	to	expense	things	.	I	remember	demanding	he	have	sex	with	me	or	leave.	Let	me	make	you	forget	her.	No,	I	didn¢ÃÂÂt.¢ÃÂÂ	He	raises	his	hands	in
defense.	At	that,	he	pauses,	then	stands	and	looks	out	the	window,	then	back	at	me.	Her	chest	rises	and	falls,	rises	and	falls,	comforting	me.	I¢ÃÂÂll	see	you	in	two	hours,¢ÃÂÂ	she	says	and	hangs	up.	Party	in	Tessa¢ÃÂÂs	room?¢ÃÂÂ	I	yell	and	stomp	to	the	door,	ready	to	yell	at	whatever	hotel	employee	is	likely	here	to	reprimand	me	for	the	noise
Trevor	made,	ironically	by	making	more	noise	than	he	did.	¢ÃÂÂNo,	not	at	all,	but	I¢ÃÂÂm	good	with	numbers,¢ÃÂÂ	he	brags.	.¢ÃÂÂ	¢ÃÂÂWhy	not?	I¢ÃÂÂll	probably	have	to	pay	them	extra	to	keep	my	car	for	the	weekend,	but	that¢ÃÂÂs	the	least	of	my	worries	right	now.	His	eyes	meet	mine	and	the	next	thing	I	know	he	has	his	tongue	in	my	mouth.
What	if	it¢ÃÂÂs	Hardin?	I	can	tell	how	angry	he	is;	it¢ÃÂÂs	strange	to	see	this	emotion	on	his	face,	given	how	calm	and	collected	he	normally	is.	Nothing	has	changed.¢ÃÂÂ	I	open	my	makeup	bag	and	pull	out	the	concealer.	What	I	want	to	do	and	what	I	know	I	should	do	are	two	totally	different	things.	Chapter	five	TESSA	When	I	get	to	my	car	I
don¢ÃÂÂt	cry	like	I	had	assumed	I	would.	But	here	I	am	at	four	in	the	damn	morning	with	bloody	sheets	from	my	busted	knuckles	and	a	killer	headache	from	my	nightmares.	Kimberly	looks	like	she¢ÃÂÂs	enough	and	waves	me	off,	but	I	don¢ÃÂÂt	mind	going	out	there	on	my	own.	Despite	the	sun,	it¢ÃÂÂs	still	cold,	so	I	quickly	thrust	my	key	into	the
ignition	and	turn	it	to	start	up	the	heater.	Chapter	sixteen	TESSA	Shhhrrrrut	up,¢ÃÂÂ	I	grumble	when	an	obnoxious	noise	pulls	me	from	my	drunken	slumber.	I¢ÃÂÂm	sure	he	only	wanted	me	to	stay	to	prove	that	he	could.	I¢ÃÂÂm	alone.¢ÃÂÂ	I	mean	that	in	more	ways	than	he	knows.	Seattle	is	such	a	beautiful	city.	I	close	my	eyes	and	move	my
tongue	across	his.	After	the	third	ring,	I	hang	up	and	set	my	phone	on	the	edge	of	the	sink.	My	head	is	pounding	from	the	excessive	alcohol	I	consumed	only	hours	ago	and	the	fact	that	I	slept	with	Hardin	last	night.	Stepping	out	to	the	backyard,	I	wander	to	the	greenhouse	where	I	spent	most	of	my	childhood.	That¢ÃÂÂs	some	shit,	isn¢ÃÂÂt	it?¢ÃÂÂ
He	laughs.	¢ÃÂÂAre	you	kidding	me?	that¢ÃÂÂs	the	worst	part.	A	light	flips	on	behind	me,	and	I	see	Trevor¢ÃÂÂs	face	pale	with	real	fear.	¢ÃÂÂDon¢ÃÂÂt	get	off	the	phone	yet.¢ÃÂÂ	¢ÃÂÂI¢ÃÂÂm	not	.	I	wrap	my	hands	around	the	scalding-hot	cup	of	coffee	in	an	attempt	to	distract	myself	from	the	pain	and	prepare	myself	for	my	mother¢ÃÂÂs
response.	and	it¢ÃÂÂs	beautiful.	Even	if	we¢ÃÂÂre	fighting	and	yelling	at	each	other,	I¢ÃÂÂve	missed	him	so	much.	¢ÃÂÂThis	wasn¢ÃÂÂt	going	to	work	anyway,	we	both	know	that,¢ÃÂÂ	I	tell	him	to	make	myself	feel	better.	¢ÃÂÂAre	you	okay	with	what	happened	last	night?¢ÃÂÂ	Why	is	he	acting	so	weird?	He	makes	me	crazy,	that¢ÃÂÂs	why.
Repeatedly.	The	moment	Hardin¢ÃÂÂs	lips	touch	mine,	my	body	ignites.	I	feel	nothing	on	my	knuckles	from	the	repeated	blows	to	Jace¢ÃÂÂs	face;	my	anger	overpowers	everything	as	I	climb	on	top	of	him	to	continue	my	assault.	She	nods	and	smiles	warmly,	but	I	can	feel	her	eyes	on	my	back	the	entire	walk	down	the	hall	to	my	office.	¢ÃÂÂYou	said
you¢ÃÂÂd	never	leave	me.¢ÃÂÂ	I	don¢ÃÂÂt	trust	myself	when	he¢ÃÂÂs	like	this.	Can	I	use	your	phone,	though?	¢ÃÂÂI	hate	to	see	you	this	way,¢ÃÂÂ	he	taht	yaw	a	ni	em	ta	gnirats,	sdnah	sih	srewol	eh	.hgual	and	tub	.gniraeppasid	dna	gniyrc	ekil	leef	i.	Srepmet	Ruo	FO	HTOB,	LLEW	.GNikahs	Sâ	™	â	€	¢	EH,	NekatSim	Ton	Mâ	™	â	€	¢	and	fi,	noitca
ym	yb	kcaba	nećat	yletelpmoc	.ylthgil	gnikcus,	kcen	sih	tsniaga	yas	and	â	€	¢?	em	SSIM	UOY	TÂ	™	â	€	¢	NOD	.SRH	Mâ	™	â	€	¢	and	DNA	ENIM	SÂ	™	â	€	¢	EHS	.DETCEPXE	REVE	AND	NAHT	EROM	HCUM	OS	SÂ	™	â	€	¢	TI	.Moor	GniteTis	EHT	MORF	SRAEPPA	EH	SA	SKA	Rovert	â	€	¢?	DNIM	Ruoy	FO	TUO	Derob	EB	OT	YDAER	UOYÂœâ	€	¢	.daeh
sih	spord	neht	DNA	Syas	eh	â	€	¢,	uoy	rof	gniog	breath	uoy	gniht	doog	ynno	eht	gnisol	htrow	saw	you	epoh	i,	reh	Ã	¢	.uoy	rof	hguone	tâ	™	â	€	¢	nsi	rovert	wonk	htob	i	dna	uy,	esaelp,	htob	and	dna	uy,	esaelp,	hoÂœâ	€	¢	.daeh	sih	revo	dna	pu	ti	gnillup	dna	cirbaf	eht	gnippirg,	trihs-t	kcalb	sih	fo	meh	eht	ot	nwod	riah	sih	morf	sdnah	ym	.cisum	eht	revo
tuohs	i	â	€	Ã	¢!	uy	wonk	neve	tâ	™	â	€	¢	nod	i	.reh	leef	ot	.taes	Regnessap	EHT	Ne	Asset	Htiw	Tol	Gnikrap	EHT	FO	TUI	SLLUP	DEZ	SA	GNIKTAW,	YLSSELPLEH	GNILEENK	MÂ	™	â	€	¢	and	.Yppah	EB	Reven	LLIW	uOy	esuaceb	uoy	rof	yrros	leef	i	.llaw	eht	morphâ	"â	€	¢	teltuo	eht	ylraen	dnaâ"	Â	€	Ã	¢	Droc	Reyrd-Wolb	EHT	Depp	IR	Sâ	™	â	€	¢	eh,
Sadnoces	Nihtiw	.evif	Ekil	.seye	sih	Sllor	Eh	â	€	¢	.uoy	Knaht	.tisiv	elohw	sih	gnirud	moor	reh	ni	deyats	sah	mom	ym	taht	ezilaer	and	bottom,	nellaf	sah	nus	eht,	Sevael	eh	emit	eht	yb	DNA,	Ainrofilac	no	dehcraeser	sâ	€	â	€	¢	eh	tahw	tuoba	em	Sllet	eh	.Kcab	Stuohs	eh	â	€	¢!	Taht	Wonk	uoy,	gnola	â	€	™	s	neeb	evâ	™	â	€	¢	i!	ma	yllaer	i	ohw	nwonk
syawla	evâ	™	â	€	Ã	¢	uoyâœâ	€	¢	.em	sees	ehs	nehw	spsag	ylrebmik	DNA,	ECNAV	TA	EVIRRA	I:	TNIOP	ni	ESAC.	Nidrah	Hsiw	I	™	â	€	¢	Nidrah	ot	Slevart	bottom	YM,	kram	evitisnes	eht	reve	srednif	ym	nur	i	sa	.si	rovert,	daetni	.tnom	eht	ta	gnitif	sleep	hcihw,	ssem	a	yllareng	sâ	€	â	€	Ã	¢	ti	dna,	daed	era	srewolf	dna	stnalp	STI	LLA	TAHT	EES	I,
ERUTCURTS	ELTTIL	EHT	OTNI	DNA	SSALG	EHT	NI	NOITCELFER	YM	HGUORHT	ERATS	AND	SA	SA	.TUOBA	DEKLAT	EH	LLA	SAW	Tiâœâ	€	Ã	¢	me	regret	my	admission.	Tell	him	that	he¢ÃÂÂs	a	fucking	snore	ever	since	we	outed	him	to	her.¢ÃÂÂ	¢ÃÂÂNot	we.	I	must	still	be	a	little	intoxicated,	because	I	can¢ÃÂÂt	think	straight.	I	don¢ÃÂÂt	mean
that	in	a	pushy	or	creepy	way.	I	haven¢ÃÂÂt	eaten	today	and	I	didn¢ÃÂÂt	sleep	much	last	night,¢ÃÂÂ	I	tell	him.	But	that	pleasant	fantasy	doesn¢ÃÂÂt	last	long.	But	the	worst	feeling	in	the	world	is	loving	someone	who	doesn¢ÃÂÂt	love	you.¢ÃÂÂ	Noah	grabs	his	glass	and	twists	it	in	his	hands.	I	don¢ÃÂÂt	mind,¢ÃÂÂ	I	tell	him	and	unpack	the	rest	of
my	bags.	¢ÃÂÂOooh	.	.	¢ÃÂÂAre	you	almost	ready,	honey?	I	snap	and	glare	at	him.	When	I	realize	it,	the	pain	that	is	so	close	to	breaking	back	through	stirs	even	more	forcefully,	so	I	quickly	turn	and	go	into	the	room	across	the	hall.	Pretty	cut-and-dried.	other	stuff?¢ÃÂÂ	I	hold	my	breath	as	I	ask.	He	smiles	down	at	her.	.¢ÃÂÂ	she	purrs.	His	brown
hair	is	shaved	into	a	buzz	cut,	and	his	smile	is	handsome	enough.	¢ÃÂÂDo	you	want	to	go	with	him?¢ÃÂÂ	Ken	asks,	interrupting	my	downward	spiral.	¢ÃÂÂThis	is	.	Stopping	in	front	of	a	door,	she	says,	¢ÃÂÂHere¢ÃÂÂs	your	room.	¢ÃÂÂI	didn¢ÃÂÂt	mean	to	come	between	you,¢ÃÂÂ	I	say,	feeling	terrible	for	the	way	Ken	had	to	kick	his	son	out.	figure
things	out,¢ÃÂÂ	he	offers.	But	stupid	sounds	better	right	now.	My	mum	and	four	men.	.¢ÃÂÂ	he	hisses	as	I	suck	harder,	sure	to	leave	a	mark.	I¢ÃÂÂll	go.	The	driver	gets	out	and	with	a	tip	of	his	cap	grabs	my	bag	and	stashes	it	in	the	trunk	for	me.	Images	of	him	touching	Tessa,	kissing	her,	undressing	her	flash	through	my	mind,	making	me	hit	him
harder.	.¢ÃÂÂ	I	stutter,	unable	to	come	up	with	a	fitting	word	for	his	cruelty.	Chapter	six	HARDIN	My	father	has	the	stupidest	expression	on	his	face;	it	always	happens	when	he	tries	to	look	authoritative,	like	now,	with	his	arms	crossed	as	he	stands	filling	his	front	doorway.	¢ÃÂÂYou	in?¢ÃÂÂ	Jace¢ÃÂÂs	voice	breaks	through	my	muddled	thoughts.
¢ÃÂÂNoah	and	my	mother	are	waiting,	I	have	to	go,¢ÃÂÂ	I	,l©Ã	noc	selauxes	senoicaler	evut	zev	laT	.yos	euq	anep	ol	etriced	a	raznemoc	odeup	oN	.onimac	eD"	¬â	¢Ã	.erdam	im	noc	dadivaN	al	rasap	oreiuq	ocopmat	oY	.raugireva	arap	,recah	euq	sasoc	sahcum	ogneT	.ogid	el"	¬â	¢Ã	,ose	noc	neib	yotse	on	,oN	.azebac	al	orig	orep	,soibal	sortseun
ratcenoc	a	revlov	ed	atart	y	ojela	eM	.on	oy	,oN	""	!erbmoh	,lam	seneit	oL¡Â	.sariM"	¬â	¢Ã	.ocit©Ãtap	oneuS	.yoh	emramall	©Ãtnetni	oN"	¬â	¢Ã	.sogima	ed	opurg	oredadrev	orep	o±Ãeuqep	nu	odartnocne	emrebah	aÃrebeD	.rajabart	somaÃrdop	euq	ed	aunegni	y	atnot	aedi	atse	evuT	.areterrac	al	aicah	azebac	al	noc	etneisa	lÃ	."	letom	la	©Ãriuges	ol
eT	""	.ev	oloS	.odidoj	led	¡Ãlla	s¡Ãm	yotse	,otua	im	³Ãmot	neiugla	iS"	.	.oveun	ed	azarba	em	y	arugesa	em	,"	neib	s¡Ãtse	euq	ed	emrarugesa	oreiuq	oloS	.sasoc	satse	osneip	erpmeiS	.asirnos	anu	noc	ogid	el	,"	oditrevid	odis	rebah	aÃrdop	osE	?olodn¡Ãmall	,odnasnep	abatse	soinomed	©Ãuq¿Â	,etneidecus	nat	se	nidraH	"!ose	otor	etrebah	saÃrdoP¡Â"	.riviv
arap	odal	nºÃgnin	a	ognet	on	aÃvadot	y	,omsim	aroha	yov	euq	ohcum	ogneT	.ÃS"	¬â	¢Ã	?ecih	ol	euq	sadamall	ed	rodacifitnedi	us	eciD¿Â	"¬â	¢Ã©Ãs	ol	oN"	¬â	¢Ã	.n³Ãisivelet	al	zev	lat	,asac	al	ne	asoc	reiuqlauc	ramot	sedeuP	.l©Ã	arap	oneub	odaisamed	yos	euq	,sotnuj	somarim	son	om³Ãc	rop	odapucoerp	odatse	ah	erpmeiS	?odneidnopser	¡Ãtse	on
onreifni	le	©Ãuq	roP¿Â	02	egaP	.res	a	aÃrevlov	ol	alle	,oy	euq	alle	arap	rojem	se	©Ãuq	rop	adreucer	es	alle	euq	zev	anU	.ortneda	avell	em	y	atreup	al	erba	odnauc	etnemasorulac	adulas	em	ylrebmiK	.on	ay	,sa±Ãagne	em	oN	.Ãm	a	etnerf	,otnemom	etse	ne	nodnaL	ed	alip	al	aglav	euq	aes	ay	,senoicpo	sus	ed	osep	nu	eneit	l©Ã	euq	rebas	arap	omoc	orud
etnemetneicifus	ol	se	euq	©Ãs	y	,arreit	us	eneitnam	es	nodnaL	oreP	.satelam	sim	ravell	euq	ognet	on	euq	Ãsa	,n³Ãicatibah	im	a	otnuj	ragul	la	otua	im	oveum	y	sallopma	oÃrf	la	oserger	y	oczedarga	eL	.oleus	im	ratropos	otisecen	orep	,n³Ãzaroc	im	a	arit	zov	us	ed	s©Ãvart	a	³Ãsevarta	dadilibarenluv	aL"	¬â	¢Ã	?setna	ed	s¡Ãm	nºÃa	sebaS¿Â	.atreup	al	ed
elas	y	im	im	ed	saniuqse	saL"	?s¡Ãm	neiugla	noc	selauxes	senoicaler	evut	zev	threaten	a	smile,	but	I	force	a	straight	expression	as	I	say	slowly,	¢ÃÂÂYou	will	never	know.¢ÃÂÂ	My	words	have	the	intended	effect,	and	Hardin¢ÃÂÂs	face	turns	dark,	animalistic.	No,	I	don¢ÃÂÂt.	¢ÃÂÂI	can	see	that.	Plus	I	forgot	to	get	someone	to	fix	my	car.	¢ÃÂÂI
haven¢ÃÂÂt	decided,	this	couch	is	comfortable.	I	really	appreciate	your	invitation!¢ÃÂÂ	I	tell	him,	unable	to	contain	my	enthusiasm	and	the	immediate	relief	that,	finally,	something	decent	is	happening	to	me.	give	us	a	minute,¢ÃÂÂ	he	says,	trying	to	keep	his	calm.	¢ÃÂÂI	asked	if	you	were	in.	¢ÃÂÂI	am	not,¢ÃÂÂ	I	say	slowly.	I	can¢ÃÂÂt	feel	the	cold,
though.	But	for	some	reason	I	feel	some	relief	that	Hardin	and	I	are	the	only	people	who	really	know	what	happened	between	us,	the	real	details	of	our	moments	together.	I	look	for	a	place	to	sit	myself,	and	eventually	decide	on	the	edge	of	the	bed.	I¢ÃÂÂd	like	to	think	it	will,	though.	I	haven¢ÃÂÂt	had	anything	or	anyone	to	cherish,	never	felt	the
need	to	have	someone,	to	make	them	completely	mine,	I	haven¢ÃÂÂt	wanted	to	hold	on	to	someone	so	fiercely.	After	raiding	my	minifridge	and	eating	almost	everything	inside,	I	stumble	over	to	the	bed	and	plop	down	without	even	removing	my	shoes.	I	stare	at	her,	taking	in	every	detail,	the	way	her	eyes	screw	shut,	the	way	her	mouth	forms	an
almost	perfect	O,	the	way	her	chest	and	cheeks	flush	a	light	pink	as	she	goes	through	her	orgasm.	Kimberly	nudges	me	with	her	elbow	and	then	mimics	their	talking	with	her	hand.	I	let	out	a	derisive	little	chuckle.	¢ÃÂÂAre	you	okay?	THE	NEXT	MORNING	all	my	mother	says	to	me	before	leaving	for	work	is	that	she¢ÃÂÂll	call	the	school	and	force
them	to	let	me	back	into	the	dorms,	in	a	different	building	far	from	my	old	one.	My	eyes	are	still	bloodshot	and	rimmed	with	dark	circles.	You¢ÃÂÂre	wasted,¢ÃÂÂ	he	says.	¢ÃÂÂI¢ÃÂÂm	sorry.¢ÃÂÂ	¢ÃÂÂTess,	stop	apologizing.	I	grab	my	cell	phone	and	purse	before	leaving	the	room	to	meet	my	friends	.	¢ÃÂÂYeah,	I	feel	really	good	I	yell	over	the
music.	She	grabs	at	her	shirt	desperately.	Not	that	I	have	a	lot	to	choose	from	.	I	nod.	But	Hardin	already	had	someone	come	get	it.¢ÃÂÂ	She	smirks.	Page	8	But	he	did	make	me	happy.	He	said	that?¢ÃÂÂ	I	can¢ÃÂÂt	help	but	smile.	Her	beautiful	face	holds	a	huge	grin,	and	I	can¢ÃÂÂt	help	but	smile	as	she	hooks	her	finger	to	tell	me	to	come	closer.
¢ÃÂÂAre	you	feeling	okay?¢ÃÂÂ	Trevor	laughs	when	he	notices.	He	closes	them	again	and	lifts	himself	off	of	me,	untangling	our	legs.	After	I	hang	up	my	clothes	for	the	weekend,	I	change	into	a	black	pencil	skirt	and	a	lilac	shirt.	¢ÃÂÂDon¢ÃÂÂt	you	ever	want	to	do	more?¢ÃÂÂ	I	ask	and	he	looks	over	at	me	like	I¢ÃÂÂve	grown	horns.	She¢ÃÂÂs	so
lucky.	No	you	didn¢ÃÂÂt,	my	subconscious	mocks,	but	I	ignore	her.	Of	course,	the	BMW	is	his.	¢ÃÂÂThose	boys	are	so	serious,¢ÃÂÂ	she	says.	¢ÃÂÂHardin,	you	need	to	go.¢ÃÂÂ	Hardin¢ÃÂÂs	jaw	clenches	and	he	looks	back	and	forth	between	us.	I	never	knew	this	type	of	pain	existed;	it¢ÃÂÂs	so	much	worse	than	any	physical	pain	I	could	cause
myself.	You	can	fuck	me	until	you	can¢ÃÂÂt	even	remember	her	name.¢ÃÂÂ	Her	hot	breath	touches	my	neck,	and	I	pull	away	from	her.	We	turn	to	face	each	other,	and	he	brings	my	hand	to	his	mouth	and	touches	his	lips	to	my	skin.	He	kept	coming	up	with	excuses	and	he	kept	asking	for	more	time	and	he¢ÃÂÂd	lower	the	amount	he	was	supposed	to
get.	It¢ÃÂÂs	not	like	he¢ÃÂÂs	started	calling	and	texting	again	since	I	drove	away.	The	pity	in	his	eyes	answers	me.	If	we¢ÃÂÂd	met	in	some	different	way,	we	could	be	inside	that	apartment	right	now,	laughing	on	the	couch	or	kissing	in	the	bedroom.	My	chest	aches	at	the	sight	of	him	and	I	look	away,	focusing	on	the	wall.	I	get	my	coffee	addiction
from	my	mother,	and	this	connection	brings	a	small	smile	to	my	lips.	¢ÃÂÂTessa?	¢ÃÂÂYou	just	look	.	¢ÃÂÂWhat	was	it	that	you	said,	Jace?	Well,	I	like	wine,	but	I¢ÃÂÂm	not	much	of	a	drinker.¢ÃÂÂ	¢ÃÂÂOh	no,	you	are	drinking	tonight,	Tessa.	¢ÃÂÂTess?¢ÃÂÂ	he	As	if	it	were	not	sure	that	I	really	exist.	If	you	are	with	it,	you	can	enter	anywhere.	I	love
the	way	his	eyes	light	up	when	he	talks	about	Mr.	Vance,	even	though	he	is	already	right	next	to	her.	To	sleep	.	¬	¬	The	hands	of	him	tremble	when	he	begs	with	me.	I	need	you.	""	Detail,	Hardin.	Both	alone.	Trevor	seems	to	say	something,	maybe	he	even	offers	to	come	with	me,	but	his	flame	from	his	cheeks	and	stays	quiet.	The	truth	of	my
confession	weighs	a	lot	between	us.	If	I	have	another,	it	could	faint,	or	vomit.	Everyone	is	so	lost	in	their	own	world,	it	is	intimidating	and	intriguing	at	the	same	time.	He	gusts	in	relief	and	I	try	to	get	away.	Ã	¢	â,	¬	"She	really	made	a	number	on	you.	However,	it's	true.	Ã	¢	â,	¬"	Good	afternoon	Ã	¢	â,	"I	handle	it."	Dígalo,	Tessa,	let's	say	I'm	the	only
one.	"Froto	His	clitis	in	stricter	circles	and	move	my	hips	to	push	her	as	he	continues	moving	on	his	own.	Or	she.	Ã	¢	Ã	¢	Ã	"True,	true.	Just	when	I	get	to	the	door,	the	noise	becomes	stronger,	which	surprises	me	to	stillness.	"You	would	think	about	how	much	they	charge	here,	they	did	not	worry	about	their	electrical	bill,"	says	Trevor	and	puts	my
bags	on	the	ground.	"You	may	not	want	to	leave	this	place,"	I	added.	My	cock	moves	inside	and	out	of	it	at	a	constant	pace	as	I	spilled	in	the	condom	with	a	moan	of	her	name.	Although	I	am	too	drunk	to	find	the	light	switch.	Ã	¢	â,	¬	"Yes,	I	did	it,	but	I	know	that	if	it	does	not,	I'm	not	going	to	survive.	It	looks	awesome	in	a	red	halter	dress	that	only
reaches	half	the	thighs.	I	hoped	not	to	see	it.	I	have	been	Ã	¢	â,	¬	"before!	..	He	supplies	her.	A	lobby	painting	here	is	probably	more	than	what	they	spend	decorating	a	whole	room	in	the	other	place.	"Where	is	your	new	bedroom?"	ZED	asks,	and	I	realize	that	you	are	near	the	campus.	Ã	¢	â,	¬	"Oh,	look	what	we	have	here,"	says	man	more	Ironic,	is
not	it?	"He	gives	him	a	Wan	smile,	the	bags	have	inflamed	beneath	them,	they,	The	aspect	of	the	horror	movie.	She	wants	you	to	be	happy,	"he	says,	defend	him.	I	want	to	say	something,	but,	honestly,	I	have	no	idea	what	we	all	stay	silent	while	we	heard	him	walk	down	the	stairs	at	a	constant	rhythm.	..	..	The	sink	When	I	get	to	the	downside	to	pick	up
one	of	my	floor	bags,	Hardin	seems	to	remember	that	the	girl	is	there	and	turns	to	her,	I	do	not	even	know	if	I	should	go	to	my	internship,	since	Hardin	will	go	There,	or	he	will	convince	Christian	Vance	to	say	goodbye	just	because	he	can.	"I	grabbed	the	pillow	on	the	bed	and	grab.	The	hard	material	in	my	puÃ	±	o.	"What?"	I	heard	it,	but	something	in
me	expects	that	by	saying	what	I	say,	I	can	erase	that	question.	Ã	¢	¬	"Give	him	something,"	she	instructs.	So	wrong.	I	have	no	idea	why,	but	I	find	it	fun.	I	love	you,	"I	say,	surprise	both.	The	image	of	Hardin	pushed	me	in	an	implacable	way	and	I	calling	his	name	plays	through	my	thoughts.	I	have	waited	enough.	His	voice	is	soft	and	mocking	the	That
takes	my	boxers	and	grabs	me	in	his	hand.	Ã	¢	â,	¬	å	"but	still	very	convenient."	Oh	".	I	rinsed	my	hair	an	ultimate	time	and	give	a	small	prayer	that	the	water	in	the	shower	rehydrates	From	a	hangover.	I	would	give	anything	to	rewind	my	life	to	my	first	day	of	the	university;	I	would	have	taken	advice	from	my	mother	and	would	have	changed	rooms.	I
also.	I'm	really	proud	of	myself	for	being	standing	at	Hardin	and	Not	only	giving,	but	at	the	same	time	I	feel	terrible	about	what	I	said	yesterday.	...	Pesto.	Ã	¢	â,	¬	"Surely	you	do	it."	Despite	the	whirlwind	of	my	emotions,	I	would	not	allow	me	to	get	rid	of	me	more	Forward	in	front	of	him.	And	if	he	does,	it	does	not	matter,	Ã	¢	â,	¬	"I	say,	and	put	my
head	against	the	window.	He	lifted	me	and	I	am	writing	to	the	bath,	his	voice	traveling	with	me	like	me.	The	suite	of	it	has	its	own	living	room	and	a	separate	living	room.	The	bite	of	the	loss,	I	have	listened	to	me	called.	I	give	the	direction	Zed	Landon,	Y	Ã	©	L	©	L	quiet	for	most	of	the	drive	across	town.	up	in	three	hours	.	Hardin	lets	go	of
Trevor¢ÃÂÂs	clothing	but	stays	in	his	face.	¢ÃÂÂHow	do	you	think	it	feels	to	lose	my	relationship	with	my	mother	over	someone	who	could	give	less	of	a	shit	about	me!	How	do	you	think	it	feels	to	be	staying	in	a	goddamn	motel	room?	.¢ÃÂÂ	I	take	my	bottom	lip	between	my	teeth.	¢ÃÂÂSo	are	you	going	to	tell	me	what	happened?¢ÃÂÂ	she	asks
bluntly.	Even	though	repeating	the	whole	saga	hurts	worse	than	finding	out	about	it	in	the	first	place,	telling	Landon	feels	almost	liberating,	and	it¢ÃÂÂs	a	comfort	to	know	that	at	least	one	person	didn¢ÃÂÂt	actually	know	about	my	humiliation	the	entire	time.	I	want	to	believe	him	and	that	he	does	love	me,	but	I	got	into	this	situation	by	believing
him.	She	pauses	with	my	cock	next	to	her	face	and	asks	with	a	smirk,	¢ÃÂÂYou	like	me	like	that?¢ÃÂÂ	I	almost	come	from	her	words.	¢ÃÂÂI	would	apologize	for	being	in	the	middle	of	this	.	But	maybe	I	need	to	give	her	space	and	give	her	a	chance	to	be	happy.	¢ÃÂÂI¢ÃÂÂm	only	eighteen.¢ÃÂÂ	¢ÃÂÂOh,	please.	And,	of	course,	when	I	see	the	fifteen
missed	calls	from	Hardin	on	my	phone	and	a	notice	that	I	have	ten	new	messages,	which	I	won¢ÃÂÂt	read.	It	should	be	here	any	minute,¢ÃÂÂ	Kimberly	says,	and	I	smile	and	thank	her.	I	close	my	eyes	and	reopen	them,	desperate	for	the	tears	to	stop.	How	could	you	even	think	that	after	everything	I¢ÃÂÂve	done?¢ÃÂÂ	¢ÃÂÂExactly,	I	do	think	that
because	of	everything	you¢ÃÂÂve	done,¢ÃÂÂ	I	say,	almost	laughing	at	his	choice	of	words.	Tessa.¢ÃÂÂ	I	can¢ÃÂÂt	stop	her.	I¢ÃÂÂve	been	dreaming	of	this	since	the	day	she	left	me.	¢ÃÂÂYour	car	starts	itself?¢ÃÂÂ	I	laugh.	¢ÃÂÂI¢ÃÂÂm	not	leaving	until	you	talk	to	me	about	all	of	this,¢ÃÂÂ	he	huffs.	¢ÃÂÂYou	didn¢ÃÂÂt	give	me	much	of	a	choice,	if
you	remember,¢ÃÂÂ	he	says	equally	harshly.	¢ÃÂÂI	mean	why	are	you	going,	since	you	work	in	finance,	don¢ÃÂÂt	you?¢ÃÂÂ	I	try	to	clarify.	¢ÃÂÂNo,	that¢ÃÂÂs	not	what	I¢ÃÂÂm	doing.	¢ÃÂÂI	just	wanted	to	I,	Peels	TÂ	™	¢	NAC	I.	Repmet	sh	DNA	secmanfid	ruo	et	iht	.senelbarraoda	sah	¢,	wow.	GNIDNAPXE	SPEBEL	WORKE	TEFRAM	EHT	DNA,
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€	€	na,	S	SDNEIRF	SIHA	OL	DNA	NIDRAH	DIAVA	OT	EL	Ba	Eb	ot	em	rof	hguone	gib	ia	·	€	ã	hs	hs	hs	hs	hs	hs	ã	ã	ã	ãââ	you	that	I	miss,	it¢ÃÂÂs	who	I	thought	you	were,	and	now	that	I	know	who	you	really	are,	I	want	nothing	to	do	with	you!¢ÃÂÂ	I	yell.	I	begin	applying	it	to	my	neck	generously	while	Hardin	stands	behind	me	silently.	¢ÃÂÂI	.	The
words	that	came	out	of	her	mouth	sounded	so	unnatural,	so	strange	.	Page	6	¢ÃÂÂI	can	tell.	¢ÃÂÂHe	convinced	me	to	move	in	with	him,	just	a	week	ago.¢ÃÂÂ	¢ÃÂÂHe	didn¢ÃÂÂt,¢ÃÂÂ	Zed	gasps.	I	didn¢ÃÂÂt	mean	to.¢ÃÂÂ	¢ÃÂÂYou¢ÃÂÂre	lying.¢ÃÂÂ	He	knows	me	too	well.	When	I	hit	the	bathroom	line,	something	makes	me	scroll	through	my
inbox,	and	I	immediately	frown	at	the	realization	that	Hardin	hasn¢ÃÂÂt	texted	me.	I	know	she¢ÃÂÂs	right,	but	I	so	desperately	don¢ÃÂÂt	want	her	to	be.	But	wrong.	I	got	her	car	fixed	because	I	didn¢ÃÂÂt	want	her	to	have	to	worry	about	doing	it	herself.	Her	small	hands	reach	down	to	unbutton	and	unzip	my	jeans.	someone.	¢ÃÂÂWhat	did	he	do?
¢ÃÂÂ	That	this	has	been	everyone¢ÃÂÂs	reaction	shows	me	just	how	obvious	the	danger	of	Hardin	was	to	everyone,	and	how	oblivious	I¢ÃÂÂve	been.	¢ÃÂÂHey.¢ÃÂÂ	¢ÃÂÂHey,	Noah,¢ÃÂÂ	I	respond.	I	feel	my	office	getting	smaller,	the	air	in	the	room	getting	thicker.	I¢ÃÂÂm	too	consumed	by	her	noises	and	her	hands	gripping	the	sheets	from	the
pleasure	I¢ÃÂÂm	giving	her.	¢ÃÂÂHave	you	had	dinner?¢ÃÂÂ	I	ask.	¢ÃÂÂYou	think	I	would	bring	someone	back	here	to	our	apartment?	you	know,	the	proof	.	Hardin	couldn¢ÃÂÂt	be	lower.	Seeming	to	have	decided	against	it,	he	takes	a	deep	breath.	¢ÃÂÂI	don¢ÃÂÂt	know,	just	everything.	Why	are	you	still	dressed?	But	he	surprises	me	by	laughing.
¢ÃÂÂDo	I	need	to	start	myself?¢ÃÂÂ	she	teases.	¢ÃÂÂOkay,	well	then,	my	car	must	have	been	stolen	or	something	.	Page	19	¢ÃÂÂIt¢ÃÂÂs	true,	and	now	look	at	you.	He	tugs	at	his	hair.	this	one¢ÃÂÂs	in	bad	shape.¢ÃÂÂ	And	like	that,	I	know	the	universe	is	playing	a	sick	joke	on	me.	I	step	into	the	shower	and	try	to	enjoy	the	hot	water	as	it	relaxes	me.
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setnA	to	to	push	him	away,	almost	gagging	at	the	unfamiliar	taste	of	him.	with	me,¢ÃÂÂ	Hardin	says.	Oh	Lord,	I	drank	way	too	much.	I	don¢ÃÂÂt	know	what	her	problem	is.¢ÃÂÂ	¢ÃÂÂI	do.	On	one	hand,	he¢ÃÂÂs	like	Henry,	smart	and	witty,	with	a	knowledge	of	novels	as	great	as	mine.	¢ÃÂÂYou	weren¢ÃÂÂt	telling	me	to	get	out	last	night,¢ÃÂÂ	he
says	cruelly.	Now,	what¢ÃÂÂs	wrong	with	your	car?	I	manage	to	make	it	to	my	car	before	breaking	down	again.	I	think,¢ÃÂÂ	I	answer	and	lean	against	the	wall.	Landon	answers	on	the	second	ring,	and	just	like	I	knew	he	would,	he	tells	me	to	come	right	over.	I	feel	like	he	isn¢ÃÂÂt	taking	this	as	seriously	as	he	should.	I	want	to	know	what	this	makes
him	think	of	his	stepbrother.	His	words	stop	me	in	my	tracks.	Hardin¢ÃÂÂs	voice	sounds	funny	and	breathless	when	it	comes	through.	I	jump	back	and	begin	to	cry	again.	This	is	what	I¢ÃÂÂve	come	to	because	of	that	thoughtless,	egotistical	boy:	I	am	someone	staying	in	a	motel,	alone,	all	my	belongings	stuffed	frantically	into	bags.	I	couldn¢ÃÂÂt	do
that	to	you,	even	in	the	beginning.	because	it	was	an	accident.	¢ÃÂÂYou¢ÃÂÂre	sure?¢ÃÂÂ	I	ask	for	the	twentieth	time.	My	eyes	flicker	to	the	bedside	table,	where	a	small	frame	stands,	displaying	the	picture	of	Hardin	and	me	smiling	together	before	Ken¢ÃÂÂs	wedding.	His	tone	changes.	¢ÃÂÂWhat?¢ÃÂÂ	I	know	what	he	said,	but	that¢ÃÂÂs	all	I	can
think	to	say.	Those	things	tend	to	look	almost	the	same	on	Molly.	Not	stupid	.	He	looks	completely	and	utterly	defeated,	the	way	I	wanted	him	to	look,	but	it	doesn¢ÃÂÂt	give	me	the	satisfaction	that	I	thought	it	would.	¢ÃÂÂHello,	this	is	Tessa	Young,	room	thirty-six,¢ÃÂÂ	I	say	when	the	front	desk	guy	answers.	It¢ÃÂÂs	cold,	too	cold	for	this	dress,
which	doesn¢ÃÂÂt	quite	reach	my	knees,	but	I	won¢ÃÂÂt	be	outside	long.	A	few	short	minutes	later	he¢ÃÂÂs	handing	me	a	key	card	and	a	slip	of	paper	with	a	Wi-Fi	code.	.¢ÃÂÂ	¢ÃÂÂMe	either;	I¢ÃÂÂm	from	Ohio,	so	I	haven¢ÃÂÂt	seen	much.	Where	the	hell	is	she?	¢ÃÂÂI	had	idea	idea	what	was	going	on,	and	you	know	it!¢ÃÂÂ	I	half	lie.
¢ÃÂÂBecause	you	were	just	all	over	me	and	loved	it,	you	dirty	girl,¢ÃÂÂ	he	says	like	it¢ÃÂÂs	obvious,	and	not	offensive.	I	know	I	fucked	up	big-time¢ÃÂÂbut	I	love	you.	¢ÃÂÂWill	we	have	to	wait	long?¢ÃÂÂ	I	ask	Trevor.	But	you	did.¢ÃÂÂ	Now	it	makes	perfect	sense	to	me	why	he	was	always	worried	about	me	leaving.	No	one	says	anything.	¢ÃÂÂI
knew	you	did¢ÃÂÂyou	try	to	act	all	innocent,	but	I	know	better.¢ÃÂÂ	I	nip	at	her	neck.	¢ÃÂÂIf	any	of	you	have	anything	to	fucking	say	to	me,	say	it	now!¢ÃÂÂ	I	yell	to	the	group	I	had	once	considered	friends,	or	the	closest	things	I	had	to	such.	¢ÃÂÂNo,	no,	you	can	stay.	I	don¢ÃÂÂt	want	him	to	know	the	effect	that	he	has	on	me.	She	tastes	so	good,
and	it¢ÃÂÂs	something	I	hope	I	can	remember	when	she	leaves	me	again.	I	hope	my	mother	calls	with	some	good	news	about	the	dorms.	I	remember	him	telling	me	no	and	to	stop.	¢ÃÂÂDo	you	want	to	get	out	of	here?¢ÃÂÂ	Molly	says,	slurring	her	words.	Network,¢ÃÂÂ	Mr.	Vance	says.	He¢ÃÂÂs	lucky	that	I	even	called	him,	drunk	or	not.
¢ÃÂÂIt¢ÃÂÂs	a	lovely	name.¢ÃÂÂ	After	eating,	we	head	downstairs,	and	I¢ÃÂÂm	thrown	into	a	large	conference	room	full	of	people	who	love	books.	He	walks	closer	and	I	stand	up	to	hug	him.	¢ÃÂÂIt¢ÃÂÂs	okay.¢ÃÂÂ	¢ÃÂÂWe	ordered	some	room	service	so	we	can	all	eat	a	little	something	before	we	head	downstairs.	I	try	to	sound	neutral.	Take	that,
Hardin.	I	would	give	anything	to	watch	her	chew	on	her	full	bottom	lip	in	concentration,	or	see	that	adorable	scowl	take	over	her	sweet	face,	even	one	more	time.	I¢ÃÂÂve	been	to	the	few	parties	at	the	frat	house,	but	I	haven¢ÃÂÂt	ever	been	to	a	nightclub	or	anything	even	close.	He	said	he	was.	I¢ÃÂÂm	going	to	call	someone	about	my	car	when	I	get
back	to	the	motel.¢ÃÂÂ	It¢ÃÂÂs	slightly	warmer	than	it	was	this	morning	but	still	freezing	outside.	¢ÃÂÂDon¢ÃÂÂt	worry	about	that.	¢ÃÂÂHardin	has	been	playing	Tessa	this	entire	time¢ÃÂÂhe	did	unspeakable	things	to	her!¢ÃÂÂ	Landon	out,	and	Karen	lets	out	a	gasp,	stepping	over	to	me.	¢ÃÂÂYou	look	refreshed,¢ÃÂÂ	Kimberly	says	with	a	smile	as
I	walk	in	and	grab	a	donut.	My	arms	wrap	around	her	back,	and	her	head	falls	onto	my	shoulder	as	I	lift	my	hips	off	of	the	bed.	Hardin	looks	up	at	me	with	those	brilliant	green	eyes.	Then,	that	day	when	I	invited	you	to	the	movies,	he	flipped	out.	AS	PROMISED,	NOAH	ARRIVES	five	minutes	later,	not	that	I¢ÃÂÂve	bothered	to	fix	my	appearance.
¢ÃÂÂHardin,	stop	it!	You	can¢ÃÂÂt	go	around	beating	people	up!¢ÃÂÂ	I	shout	and	tug	at	his	shirt.	You	decide.¢ÃÂÂ	What	the	hell	did	I	just	say?	No.	No,	he	wouldn¢ÃÂÂt.	¢ÃÂÂDo	you	think	this	will	ever	stop?¢ÃÂÂ	I	ask,	and	he	turns	around.	I	find	my	way	back	to	our	VIP	section	and	ask	the	cocktail	waitress	for	another	drink.	¢ÃÂÂYou	know
what¢ÃÂÂthat¢ÃÂÂs	fine.	I	forget	that	she	doesn¢ÃÂÂt	know	about	the	bet,	my	humiliation,	and	I	certainly	don¢ÃÂÂt	want	to	tell	her.	¢ÃÂÂWhat	the	hell	is	going	on?¢ÃÂÂ	Ken	asks.	¢ÃÂÂWhat	the	fuck,	Hardin?¢ÃÂÂ	she	snaps,	her	ego	obviously	wounded.	She	hasn¢ÃÂÂt	changed	a	thing.	My	heart	begins	to	race	as	I	picture	her	with	that	faux-Noah,
my	blood	heating	and	my	temper	rising.	¢ÃÂÂYou	didn¢ÃÂÂt	have	to	come	here.¢ÃÂÂ	I	grab	the	eyeliner	and	begin	applying	it,	thick.	¢ÃÂÂNo.¢ÃÂÂ	I	reach	for	my	bags	again,	but	he	grabs	them	from	me	and	drops	them	back	onto	the	floor.	I	need	you,	Tessa.	¢ÃÂÂHardin!	Stop!	Let	him	go!	We	didn¢ÃÂÂt	stay	together!¢ÃÂÂ	I	explain.	It¢ÃÂÂs	an	odd
thing	to	see	him	off	balance	like	this.	She	doesn¢ÃÂÂt	need	space!	She	needs	to	come	home!¢ÃÂÂ	I	yell.	¢ÃÂÂWe	should	just	bring	the	main	office	here	and	all	move!¢ÃÂÂ	Kimberly	jokes.	After	I¢ÃÂÂve	danced	through	an	unknown	number	of	songs	and	two	more	drinks,	the	room	begins	to	spin.	¢ÃÂÂNot	yet.	¢ÃÂÂYou	should.	I	don¢ÃÂÂt	know	what
the	fuck	was	wrong	with	me	when	I	brought	up	the	bet	in	the	first	place.	¢ÃÂÂHardin,	what	are	you	doing	here?¢ÃÂÂ	I	ask,	storming	toward	him.	I	was	fine	before	you	came	into	my	life.¢ÃÂÂ	odnatart	¡Ãtse	erdam	iM	.a±Ãin	,otneis	oL"	.saÃm	sal	artnoc	saredac	sus	adeur	sartneim	recalp	y	atorred	ed	onell	oripsus	nu	rapacse	ojeD	.ovac	ol	euq	Ãsa
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DNA,	Seeese	Soy	Sllor	Eh	â	€	Ã	¢	.dnuuora	Rotaluclac	N	NSÂ	€	¢	.ÂÂ	€	¢	Skool	Gninrom	Siht	U	erow	i	sserd	yvan	eht	.lla	ta	nuf	ton	Ecalp	ot	ot	Landon	says	as	he	rushes	inside.	I	look	at	the	girl	standing	behind	him.	The	dress	in	Sã	is	not	revealing	at	all;	The	hem	reaches	just	under	my	knees	and	the	sleeves	are	directed	in	the	middle	of	my	arm.	"She
is	opening	a	second	office	in	Seattle	shortly	and	we	are	going	to	meet	with	a	possible	investor."	It's	fine,	"he	says	and	approaches	his	thumb	over	my	hand.	I	do	not	know	the	voice	messages	and	scan	quickly.	Messages,	just	looking	at	the	sender.	"Do	not!	Ã	¢	â,	Â	"I	heard	Kimberly.	Everyone	does	it.	In	the	complex,	scanning	the	parking	lot	for	the
hardin	car,	twice.	He	is	not	here.	By	the	time	the	sun	puts	itself,	I	force	myself	to	take	A	hot	shower,	too	hot.	I	can	not	help	it,	but	slide	my	fingers	into	my	mouth	after	she	finished.	Above	all.	But	you	were	so	late	and	so	a	false	smile	and	a	small	talk	can	hide	the	pain	of	Division,	I	suppose.	Ã	¢	â,	¬	"That	same	day	has	died.	Is	that	even	a	word?	"He
settled,	then,	I'll	stay,"	he	says	and	sits	on	the	chair	next	to	the	desk.	I	do	not	know	if	it	was	the	shock	of	the	words	of	Ken,	or	simply	that	he	had	hit	a	point	where	all	the	rage	reached	his	maximum	point	and	flowed	out	of	him,	but	hardin	just	still,	he	looks	at	me	Briefly,	and	marks	outside	the	room.	I	imagine	easily	living	here,	in	a	high-rise	apartment
with	a	job	at	Seattle	Publishing,	or	even	Publishing	Vance,	now	that	she	is	opening	an	office	here.	Ã	¢	â,	¬	å	"Alita.	In	the	first	floor	bar,	Kimberly	orders	a	last	drink,	and	she	debates	to	have	another	while	we	waited,	but	I	realize	that	I	have	had	enough.	I	go	directly	to	the	bedroom	and	grab	my	wardrobe	bags,	rather	about	all	my	clothes	in	them
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open	the	door	halfway	to	find	a	fuming	Hardin,	dressed	in	all	black.	He	steps	toward	me,	but	I	cringe	away.	You¢ÃÂÂll	meet	a	lot	of	people,	learn	some	things.	I	shake	my	head	but	give	in,	pressing	my	lips	against	her.	You	aren¢ÃÂÂt	used	to	drinking	and	now	you¢ÃÂÂre	out	and	Trevor¢ÃÂÂ¢ÃÂÂ	I	hang	up	before	he	can	finish.	after.¢ÃÂÂ	Landon
looks	at	me	with	wide	eyes.	¢ÃÂÂYou	think	you	can	get	her	drunk	and	come	into	her	fucking	hotel	room!¢ÃÂÂ	Hardin	screams	at	him	and	tries	to	surge	forward.	Landon	joins	me	a	few	minutes	later.	I	feel	like	Catherine	again,	only	not	my	usual	Wuthering	Heights	Catherine.	You	need	to	get	wasted	and	laid	tonight.	They	keep	coming,	every	night
worse	than	the	last.	The	powder	looks	heavy	for	me,	but	not	too	heavy.	¢ÃÂÂI	didn¢ÃÂÂt	mean	to	take	advantage	of	you,	I	swear	it,¢ÃÂÂ	he	says	as	I	turn	the	shower	off.	I	mean	everything	.	Literally	nothing.	Network.	¢ÃÂÂOkay,	yes,	so	maybe	I	do.	¢ÃÂÂI	can¢ÃÂÂt	comprehend	how	my	life	came	to	this,	how	I	ever	got	to	this	point.¢ÃÂÂ	I	stare
ahead,	not	wanting	to	meet	my	best	friend¢ÃÂÂs	eyes.	¢ÃÂÂHey,	it	was	just	a	joke,	man¢ÃÂÂ¢ÃÂÂ	he	starts	to	say.	She	whines	and	squirms	under	my	tongue	as	I	pay	extra	attention	to	her	most	sensitive	bud.	Hardin	pushes	the	door	open	and	blows	right	by	me,	going	for	Trevor.	He	ruined	everything.	Do	you	have	any	idea	how	that	makes	me	feel?
Such	a	beautiful	disaster.	I	still	can¢ÃÂÂt	believe	that	Hardin	told	his	friends	everything	that	we	did	.	If	I	hadn¢ÃÂÂt	broken	up	with	Noah,	I	would	have	been	back	many	times.	I	brush	dark	powder	over	my	eyelids	and	look	in	the	mirror.	¢ÃÂÂYou	just	taste	so	good.¢ÃÂÂ	¢ÃÂÂFuck,	where	did	this	dirty	mouth	of	yours	come	from?¢ÃÂÂ	I	ask	her	as	she
gets	up	off	of	her	knees.	I	can¢ÃÂÂt	help	but	laugh	a	little	as	his	cheeks	flush.	must	have	grabbed	yours	in	the	car,¢ÃÂÂ	I	apologize	and	hand	it	to	him.	¢ÃÂÂI	know	you	miss	me,	too,¢ÃÂÂ	Hardin	says,	leaning	against	his	car.	He¢ÃÂÂs	no	Hardin,	but	then,	no	one	is.	¢ÃÂÂI¢ÃÂÂm	,ecnaV	.rS	le	atnugerP	,"?neib	setneis	eT¿Â"	.asac	a	esri	edeup	alle	,ri
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etnerf	God,	I	drank	too	much.	.¢ÃÂÂ	I	can¢ÃÂÂt	form	a	sentence.	Only	it	didn¢ÃÂÂt	happen	that	way.	I	moan	into	his	mouth	and	am	rewarded	with	an	equally	feverish	sound	from	Hardin.	My	phone	hasn¢ÃÂÂt	rung	once	since	he	left.	I	know	I	am	being	harsh,	but	he	should	have	known	better	than	to	sleep	with	me	when	I	was	so	drunk.	The	very	large
man	guarding	the	door	holds	a	clipboard	in	his	hands	and	is	clearly	controlling	access	to	the	inside.	¢ÃÂÂI	think	he	wants	to	watch,¢ÃÂÂ	the	injured	man	says	and	pushes	her	onto	the	couch.	I	pass	a	street	lined	with	motels	and	pull	into	the	lot	of	one	of	the	nicer-looking	ones.	Of	course	I	miss	you,	but	you	know	what?	Okay.	I	smile.	If	I¢ÃÂÂm	not
mistaken,	a	smirk	plays	on	Zed¢ÃÂÂs	lips	as	my	fist	connects	with	Jace¢ÃÂÂs	jaw.	I	shouldn¢ÃÂÂt	have	been	going	to	parties	with	people	like	Hardin.	I¢ÃÂÂm	just	saying.	I	have	no	idea	what,¢ÃÂÂ	I	say,	trying	to	keep	a	light	tone,	which	is	easier	with	Kimberly¢ÃÂÂs	friendly	smile.	¢ÃÂÂCan	I	get	a	freaking	break!¢ÃÂÂ	I	say	aloud	and	hit	my	palms
against	the	steering	wheel.	we	could	make	it	work	somehow.	¢ÃÂÂPlease	don¢ÃÂÂt	be	rude	to	my	neighbors,¢ÃÂÂ	my	dad	warns	me.	¢ÃÂÂOh	my	God,	Hardin¢ÃÂÂyou	beat	Trevor	up,	didn¢ÃÂÂt	you!¢ÃÂÂ	I	yell,	then	wince	from	the	shooting	pain	in	my	head.	It	feels	infinite.	I	must	pause	a	little	bit	too	long	because	she	cocks	her	head	up	and	looks	at
me	with	a	raised	brow.	I	laugh	and	look	away.	The	way	only	half	of	his	mouth	turns	up	is	lovely.	Why	can¢ÃÂÂt	we	ever	just	talk	without	yelling	at	each	other?	And	.	We	have	more	important	things	to	talk	about.¢ÃÂÂ	¢ÃÂÂNo,	we	don¢ÃÂÂt.	I	can¢ÃÂÂt	quite	put	my	finger	on	it.	I	will	be	happy.¢ÃÂÂ	I¢ÃÂÂm	out	of	breath	after	my	long	speech,	and
Hardin	is	looking	at	me	with	red	eyes	and	an	open	mouth.	¢ÃÂÂMum!¢ÃÂÂ	I	yell	and	run	into	the	living	room.	everything.	I	just	have	a	couch	you	could	stay	on	until	you	.	¢ÃÂÂWe¢ÃÂÂll	go	to	a	more	laid-back	place	tomorrow¢ÃÂÂsome	of	the	guys	from	the	conference	wanted	to	come	so	here	we	are!¢ÃÂÂ	She	laughs.	After	you	unpack,	we¢ÃÂÂll
meet	in	our	suite	to	go	over	the	itinerary	for	the	weekend,	even	though	I	already	know	you¢ÃÂÂve	already	done	this.	¢ÃÂÂI	mean	it!	If	anyone	says	another	fucking	word	about	her,	I	won¢ÃÂÂt	hesitate	to	take	each	and	every	one	of	you	motherfuckers	down!¢ÃÂÂ	I	take	one	last	look	at	Jace,	who	is	struggling	to	get	up	off	the	floor,	and	walk	out	of
Zed¢ÃÂÂs	apartment	into	the	cold	night.	¢ÃÂÂI	think	so,	too.	I	feel	just	as	drunk	now	as	I	did	when	I	lay	down.	You	don¢ÃÂÂt	have	to,¢ÃÂÂ	I	say	too	quickly.	When	I	step	off	the	elevator,	Trevor	is	sitting	on	one	of	the	black	couches	in	the	lobby;	the	contrast	of	the	black	couch,	black	suit,	and	his	blue	eyes	is	very	appealing.	¢ÃÂÂThank	you,	it¢ÃÂÂs
freezing	out,¢ÃÂÂ	I	say	and	get	into	the	driver¢ÃÂÂs	seat.	Oh	my	God.	Everything	about	this	situation	is	a	mess;	I	had	just	started	to	get	over	him.	¢ÃÂÂYou¢ÃÂÂre	the	only	one	.	.¢ÃÂÂ	Christian	calls	the	driver,	who	says	he¢ÃÂÂll	be	here	in	a	few	minutes.	My	throat	is	sore,	so	I	go	into	the	kitchen	and	grab	a	glass	of	water.	¢ÃÂÂYou	called	me.¢ÃÂÂ



¢ÃÂÂI	didn¢ÃÂÂt	tell	you	to	come	here,¢ÃÂÂ	I	retort.	Are	you	going	to	stay	here	forever?¢ÃÂÂ	¢ÃÂÂNo,	I	always	wanted	to	move	to	Seattle.	I	need	her	to	feel	me,	feel	all	of	me,	and	I	need	her	to	love	the	way	I	claim	her.	I	will	be	farther	away	from	Hardin,	but	on	the	other	hand,	Seattle	now	reminds	me	of	when	Hardin	wanted	to	take	me	there.	¢ÃÂÂI
want	to	do	it	this	way	first,¢ÃÂÂ	she	insists,	gripping	my	length	before	she	lowers	herself	onto	me.	¢ÃÂÂAlmost	nineteen.	¢ÃÂÂHe	did.	¢ÃÂÂA	television?	Is	she	serious?	The	sting	is	welcomed,	I	love	the	passion	between	us.	I	smile	and	nod	in	agreement.	¢ÃÂÂWhat?¢ÃÂÂ	¢ÃÂÂBring	me	another	shot.¢ÃÂÂ	And	even	without	looking	at	her,	I	can	feel
her	victorious	smile	fill	the	room.	I	wish	she	could	just	soften	up,	just	long	enough	for	me	to	feel	the	solace	of	having	a	mother,	a	loving	and	comforting	one.	I	don¢ÃÂÂt,	I	repeat	to	and	slip	on	my	black	heels.	As	I	stand	in	front	of	the	mirror,	I	imagine	how	he	would	be	looking	at	me	in	this	dress,	the	way	his	pupils	would	dilate	and	he¢ÃÂÂd	lick	his	lips
before	pulling	his	lip	ring	between	his	teeth	while	he	watched	me	adjust	my	hair	one	last	time.	Landon	looks	at	me	and	my	eyes	plead	with	him.	¢ÃÂÂI	miss	you	so	much,	Tessa.¢ÃÂÂ	I	lose	my	breath	again,	but	remember	how	good	he	is	at	twisting	things	around.	Save	yourself	the	time	and	energy.	If	not,	I¢ÃÂÂll	have	to	stay	here	until	she	does,	which
will	drain	what	little	money	I	have,	and	fast.	Because	I	am.	Page	5	I	pull	into	our	driveway	and	practically	jump	out	of	my	car.	car.	
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